
Credit Suisse Americas Foundation  
Pilot Program in Education

Schools
Achievement First: $250,000 was awarded 
to add a grade level at a school and to 
fund support staff ensuring capacity for 
growth

Achievement First is a charter management organization (CMO) that 
operates a growing network of high-performing, K to 12 public charter 
schools.  The mission is to deliver on the promise of equal educational 
opportunity motivated by the belief that all children can succeed if they 
have access to a great education. Achievement First schools strive to 
provide its students with the academic and character skills they need 
to graduate from top colleges, to succeed in a competitive world and to 
serve as the next generation of leaders.

The Children’s Storefront: $50,000 was award-
ed to support the school’s operations.
The Children’s Storefront is an independent tuition-free 
school in Harlem serving pre K- 8th grade students.  
The faculty is committed to teaching students in ways 

that promote active learning, critical thinking and creativity in a rigorous 
academic environment. Tracking indicates that over 90% of Storefront 
students graduate from high school and of the 62 Storefront graduates 
who are high school age, 60 are still enrolled.  

The East Harlem School 
at Exodus House: 

$50,000 was awarded to support the school’s operations.
The East Harlem School at Exodus House is an independent middle 
school serving 120 5-8th grade students addressing the needs of the 
whole child by promoting intellectual and moral development. Through a 
rigorous curriculum that stresses interdisciplinary learning, skill acquisi-
tion, focused exploration, and cooperative learning, the School works 
to instill conǝdence, skill, discipline, and moral accountability in its  
students.  Over 90% school graduates matriculate to top high schools 
and ǝnish in a four year time period.

Current factors have created exciting opportunities for philanthropy in education.  Over the last decade, highly effective schools have emerged 
in many cities, where disadvantaged students are making enormous gains in academic achievement.  Education initiatives have garnered broad 
support at the national level and within local communities.  Also, a critical mass of high-caliber professionals have been attracted to the ǝeld who 
are deeply dedicated to implementing collective changes that will make a difference. The Credit Suisse Americas Foundation Education Program 
focuses exclusively on funding schools and human capital programs.  A total of USD $2 million has been distributed in this pilot phase.  Below is a 
list of grants.  

George Jackson Academy: $50,000 was award-
ed to support the school’s operations.
Founded on the principal of educating the whole child, 
George Jackson Academy is an independent, needs-
blind middle school that serves 133 boys from low-in-

come families who have diverse backgrounds.  The school provides an 
educational experience that celebrates the values of integrity, honor, 
courage and excellence in a nurturing environment that arms them with 
the skills they will need to become successful me.  100% of 8th graders 
received partial or full scholarships to some of the most highly selective 
high schools in the country.

Good Shepherd Services: $50,000 was award-
ed to support Transfer high schools having  
success among overage, under-accredited  
students who have previously dropped out or 
been chronically truant.  

Good Shepherd Services is a leading youth development, education and 
family service agency which serves over 20,000 program participants a 
year.  Focusing on high-need communities in Brooklyn and the Bronx, 
the organization provides a broad array of individual, family and school-
based services to prevent youth from becoming disconnected from fam-
ily, school and society.  

Harlem Academy: $50,000 was awarded to support 
the school’s operations.
Harlem Academy is a co-educational independent school 
for children whose aptitude for success might otherwise go 
unrealized.  The school currently serves 85 students in 1st 

- 6th grade and will grow to serve 7th and 8th grades. Admission to the 
school is selective with 12% of applicants accepted and tuition is set on 
a sliding scale. No student is turned away for ǝnancial reasons. Students 
demonstrate an accelerated rate of learning and better performance 
than peers on a variety of nationally normalized measures.

http://www.achievementfirst.org/
www.thechildrensstorefront.org
http://www.eastharlemschool.org/
http://www.eastharlemschool.org/
www.gjacademy.org
http://www.goodshepherds.org/programs/community/transfer-schools.html
www.harlemacademy.org


http://www.kippnyc.org/
http://www.paveacademy.org/
http://www.uncommonschools.org/usi/home/index.html
http://yesprep.org/
http://www.ywlnetwork.org/
http://www.educationpioneers.org/
http://www.kipp.org/about-kipp
http://www.talentedteachers.org/
http://www.talentedteachers.org/

