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A Word from a 2015 Graduate

Hello parents and EHS students, my name is Abtehal Ali, and I am honored to be your speaker 
for the graduating class of 2015. All of us arrived from different elementary schools that were 
nothing like EHS, and all of us had to adjust to a new environment that was not just about 
academics, but was also about learning a new way of life. About learning right from wrong. 
About learning how to be strong and healthy. About putting us on a path towards success. 
It was an adjustment for us all! Despite our different backgrounds and entry points into the 
school, we graduate today united as one class, one family. 

No one’s first year was perfect, and I can tell you mine was far from it. I was getting in trouble 
all the time for not paying attention, talking back, and not being quiet when I was supposed 
to be. My mom told me over and over again that she did not leave behind her parents and 
siblings in Morocco for her daughter to waste an incredible educational opportunity. She did 
not work seven days a week, morning until night, for me to just fool around in school. Slowly, 
as the year went on, I began to realize that EHS actually cared about me. And I started to feel 
bad that I was always upsetting my mom. I began to listen to her and to my teachers. I started 
getting higher grades, stopped getting in trouble, and finally started making my mom proud. 
I know that my success at EHS makes her sacrifices worthwhile. 

Everyone here has a different story of how they transformed at EHS. Few of us up here have 
perfect, happy, complete families to come home to. Many of us eat dinner while our parents 
are working, some of us only know one of our parents, others know that our parents struggle 
with money or immigration status or to find a safe place for us to live. But for all of us on 
the stage, when we come to school in the mornings, we know that together we are all a big 
family, just like ones who sit together at dinner tables in the movies! We are lucky to enjoy 
breakfast—the most important meal of the day—in our beautiful cafeteria, catching up 
each morning with our EHS siblings. This school has been our second home for the last few 
years. We have traveled together, worked hard together, and been given opportunities that 
most kids are not. At other schools students do not have such close relationships with their 
teachers, deans, or principals. Here, we are all open with each other, and we share our stories, 
the good ones and the bad ones, with our teachers and our friends. 

Finally, how could I end without mentioning that EHS got me fit. Got all of us fit. We are 
committed to sports—running, soccer, lacrosse, basketball, and wrestling. The young women 
graduating here today are women warriors. The young men are warriors, too, partly because 
they treat the girls and boys with equal honor and respect. The thirty of us here on stage are 
a family of athletic, smart, compassionate, aware, funny, and overall awesome warriors. We 
are going off into the world together with EHS at our backs. 

We will go on to high school, get another diploma, go on to college, and get even another. 
We will make our families and each other and EHS proud. We will continue to understand 
and appreciate what our parents and grandparents do for us and sacrifice for us. On behalf 
of all of my classmates, I thank the mothers, fathers, grandmothers, and grandfathers in the 
audience who have given us the opportunity to attend this school. I also say congratulations 
to all of you for all that your children have accomplished.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
be today’s speaker!

CLASS OF 2015…. WE MADE IT!

-Abtehal Ali, Class of 2015 Graduation Speaker
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THE EAST HARLEM SCHOOL AT EXODUS HOUSE

Small school. BIG impact.
Our mission:  The East Harlem School at Exodus House challenges 
students to develop a balanced physical, moral, and intellectual strength 
that they will use to adapt to change - and for the final purpose of 
creating and sharing lives of deep meaning, dynamic actions, and 
transcendent joy. We are a middle school (grades 4-8) that recruits 
children from families with low income and the highest values, and we 
give preference to those who keep to the traditional belief that creative 
flight can only be sustained by grounded discipline.

Our history:  Exodus House has been an anchoring and iconic institution 
in Harlem since its founding in 1963 by Reverend Dr. Lynn and Mrs. Leola 
Hageman as a drug rehabilitation center. Due to a heightened concern 
for the welfare and well-being of the community’s many underserved, 
at-risk children, Exodus House was converted in 1984 to an after-school 
and summer program facility. Then, in the fall of 1993, inspired by the 
steadfast commitment of the Hagemans to the East Harlem community, 
the couple’s sons, Hans and Ivan, opened an independent year-round 
middle school on the original Exodus House site to better address the critical 
needs of these children and their families. Today, EHS is chartered by the 
New York State Department of Education and accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools. The East Harlem School is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization.
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The East Harlem School admits students of any race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, 
national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the School. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
disability, age, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin in administration 
of its educational polices, employment or hiring practices, financial aid or scholarship 
programs, athletic or other school-administered programs.
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2015 POETRY SLAM 

Photos (Top to Bottom): Panel of judges with 1st, 2nd, 3rd place winners; 6th 
grader Brianna performing her poem; 5th grader Brandon with his poetry print and 
Georgia Keohane, a friend of EHS; 2015 Poetry Slam performers  

Photo Credit: Michael Priest Photography

EHS BY THE NUMBERS
Annual cost of educating an 

EHS student: 
$16,598

Percentage of EHS families 
that pay reduced tuition: 

100%
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The 2015 Spring Poetry Slam was another record-breaking success! 
This year, thanks to a successful matching gift program and the 
generous support of our donors and guests, The East Harlem School 
raised over $200,000!

Thirty-three students from EHS captivated over 350 guests with their 
poetry at B.B. King Blues Club and Grill in Times Square. Our poets 
spoke of family sacrifice, immigration, sports, the humble histories of 
their ancestors, and the dreams of their futures. MC Jordin Ruderman, 
and DJ Sugar Shand returned this year to host the evening. A lively 
and diverse panel of special guest and celebrity judges included:

Blair Clark: B.A. and M.A. Graduate of Clark University, Miss Porter’s 
School, and The East Harlem School!

Jane Foley Fried: Head of the Brearley School 

Rupert Friend: Writer, producer, director and lyricst. Since 2012, he 
has played the role of ‘Peter Quinn’ on the Emmy-winning Showtime 
series Homeland.

Charlotte Glynn: Documentary and independent film maker

Aimee Mullins: Athlete, model, actress, and advocate for women, 
sports, and the next generation of prosthetics

Thank you to our poets, supporters, and judges for making the 
evening a great success!



  

GRADUATION

On Friday, June 12th, families, trustees, friends, 
and faculty gathered to celebrate The East Harlem 
School’s Class of 2015. Our thirty graduating 8th 
graders brought joy and pride to their community 
and to themselves. Phil Vasan, Senior Executive 
at Credit Suisse Bank, delivered a poignant 
commencement speech, urging our graduates 
to seize their futures, and to remember EHS as 
a home and as part of their foundation. Awards 
were presented for outstanding academic 
achievement and community involvement. The 
School’s highest honor, the Lynn and Leola 
Hageman Warrior Award, was awarded to 8th 
grader Fatima. We are so proud of the Class of 
2015 for their growth and accomplishments!
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Photos (Top to Bottom): 8th grader Latoya; 8th grader Tonatiu receiving his 
diploma from Dean of Faculty and Staff Anne Ross and Head of School Ivan 
Hageman; 8th graders Miguel, Antonio, and Abtehal; 8th graders Latoya, 
Rosario, Brittany, and Ashley  

Photo Credit: Michael Priest Photography

EHS BY THE NUMBERS
Number of 2015 EHS graduates: 

30

Amount of scholarship aid awarded from 
private boarding and parochial schools, Boys 

Hope Girls Hope, and Student Sponsor 
Partners (SSP) for the 2015-16 school year.

Over $403,000
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2015 was a highly competitive year for boarding, 
private, parochial, and specialized high schools. Our 8th 
graders had very strong placement results, and we are 
confident that they will excel in high school!

Abtehal Ali   Cathedral High School
Antonio Aguilar  Essex Street Academy
Miguel Alvarado  All Hallows High School
Emmanuel Amoh  All Hallows High School
Imani Blackwood  St. Jean Baptiste High School
Lire Bolden   Westover School
Aniyah Burgess   Cathedral High School
Manuela Estevez  St. Jean Baptiste High School
Jayleen Figueroa  Essex Street Academy
Eric Garcia   Cardinal Hayes High School
Aaliyah Garcia   Tabor Academy
Latoya Holmes   Cristo Rey Brooklyn High School* 
Rosario Islas   Cathedral High School
Britney Jimenez  Cristo Rey New York High School
Ashley Joyner   Cristo Rey Brooklyn High School* 
Arely Duarte-Lezema  Cristo Rey New York High School
Carolyn Loyola   Cristo Rey New York High School
Ronaldo Luna   Cardinal Hayes High School
Gonzalo Martinez  Church Farm School
Armando Medina  Cristo Rey New York High School
Arturo Mota   Cardinal Hayes High School
Daniela Nava   Cathedral High School
Jesujuwon Odeyemi  Salesian High School
Tonatiu Ortega   Pace High School
Ashley Perez   Cristo Rey New York High School
Jordy Policarpio  Cristo Rey New York High School
Cherise Rodriguez  Miss Porter’s School
Fatima Romano  Berkshire School  
Jada Rudolph   Cristo Rey Brooklyn High School*
Andrew Vasquez  Bishop Loughlin Memorial High   
                                                    School*
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2015 HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT

*Boys Hope Girls Hope scholarship recipients
Photos (Top to Bottom): Graduation speaker Phil Vasan; Class of  2015 cutting 
their graduation cake; Graduates throwing their caps; 8th grader Lire reading 
her yearbook



  

EHS ATHLETICS

GIRLS’ LACROSSE TEAM

The 2015 girls’ lacrosse team had an incredible season, ending with 
a 7-1 win over Hunter in the league championship. The team was 
fit, focused, and consistently aggressive all over the field. With 
fourteen dedicated 8th graders, there was great experience on 
the field, and a few talented 7th graders stepped in to become 
key contributors as well. The team finished the season 7-0 with 
three shut-outs. The team’s strengths were speed, the girls’ unique 
combination of confidence and humility, and their ability to play 
aggressive defense on every part of the field. The high-scorer 
and co-MVP, Fatima, scored 21 goals and will play on the lacrosse 
team at The Berkshire School in Sheffield, MA next spring. Fatima 
shared the title with Ashley, a low defender, who played every 
minute of every game. The comradery, effort, positivity—and of 
course the athleticism—were inspiring to the coaches, Courtney 
Knowlton and Thea Burstin, and made the team one they will 
always remember.

BOYS’ LACROSSE TEAM

After beginning the season with two successful clinics hosted 
by the Hotchkiss School and Adelphi University, the EHS boys’ 
lacrosse team capped off another fruitful campaign with a great 
fight against Hunter in the MSAL Championship semi-final game.  
The boys’ finished the season with a 2-5 record marked by three 
losses that were decided by two goals or less. The team showed 
tremendous improvement in their skill level, ball possession, 
and team defense.  The strides they made in these areas were 
showcased in a 6-3 victory over Anderson that featured goals by 
five different players and relentless defense.  The team finished 
the season playing its best lacrosse and looks forward to carrying 
the momentum of this season into next year. Thank you to The 
Andrew K. Dwyer Foundation for funding both of our teams 
and for making their seasons possible!

TRACK 

This spring, our track and field team was dedicated and 
passionate about competing. They were always eager to run 
a few extra sprints, perfect their baton transfers, and practice 
their down starts.  We were proud to have four student-
athletes qualify to compete in the championship Gotham 
Games at Icahn Stadium. Ronaldo led the middle distance 
runners with a qualifying time of 5:47 in the 1600m. Three 
sprinters, Latoya, Kenneth, and Gonzalo, earned spots in the 
100m and 200m races. (Continued on next page)
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(Top to Bottom): Girls’ lacrosse at Hotchkiss; Girl’s lacrosse awarded a trophy 
as league champions; 8th graders Latoya and Manuela scrimmaging at 
Adelphi University; 8th graders Fatima, Abtehal, Ashley, and Imani at a track 
meet



  

Latoya and Kenneth brought home 5th place medals in 
the 200m races (29.15 and 28.08, respectively). Kenneth 
also qualified for the long jump championship despite it 
being his first season competing in this event. In fact, many 
athletes competed in various events for the first time, 
and several 5th and 6th graders made their marks at an 
exhibition meet for younger athletes. Their coaches are 
excited to build upon their hard work next spring!

WRESTLING

2014-2015 marked the first year of The East Harlem 
School’s wrestling program. The program ran over two 
eight-week sessions in the winter and spring, and a 
shorter session during the Summer Semester. Seventh 
and 8th grade boys and girls received three hours of 
coaching per week, with emphasis paid to strategy, holds, 
and combinations. Students worked independently and 
in teams and competed regularly within the School and 
also at tournaments hosted by Beat the Streets in New 
York City. Beat the Streets is a NYC based non-profit 
organization that helped EHS launch this program (see 
next page for more information). Teacher and coach 
observations, as well as student reflections at the end 
of the year, show that the wrestling program instilled in 
our 7th and 8th graders a stronger sense of self, greater 
awareness and comfort in and of their bodies, and 
enhanced enthusiasm for physicality and competition. 
Overall, the program made our students, particularly our 
girls, more fit and empowered. 

SELF DEFENSE

The East Harlem School launched a series of Self Defense 
classes in the 2014-2015 school year. Over the course of 
ten sessions, our 8th grade girls trained with Martial Arts 
Instructor Steve Arboleda, who was assisted by the Head 
of School Ivan Hageman, to develop a sense of physical, 
mental, and emotional self-awareness to help them 
tap into the vast potential of their human body. In line 
with this way of thinking, the training helped our girls 
develop physical integration, dynamic movement, and 
coordinated strength - all which amplify the power of an 
individual, regardless of her physical build. 
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(Top to Bottom):  6th grade track member Brittany; 7th and 8th graders 
during a wrestling competition; 8th grader Ashley and 7th grader Genesis win 
silver medals at a Beat the Streets wrestling competition;  Genesis competing 
in a match



  

NAMASTE YOGA
Michael and Julie Wald of Namaste New York continued their 
partnership with EHS by offering a free yoga series to students, 
parents and faculty. Now in its fourth year, this ten-week 
program builds balance, flexibility, relaxation, and strength.

WISHBONE
Thanks to our dedicated Trustee John Hyland, The East Harlem 
School had the opportunity to partner with Wishbone.org, 
a non-profit committed to sending low-income high school 
students to summer programs. With funding support from the 
Andrew K. Dwyer Foundation, EHS sent four of our alumni to 
prestigious summer programs in the New York region. Donaldo 
(Class of 2013) attended Nike Soccer camp at Sacred Heart 
University, Alejandra and Johanny (Class of 2014) attended 
a forensic science program at Georgetown University, and 
Sofia (Class of 2013) attended a writing program at Syracuse 
University. We are grateful for the incredible opportunities 
afforded to these special alums!

BEAT THE STREETS
This year, EHS began a partnership with Beat the Streets, a 
NYC based non-profit dedicated to empowering disadvantaged 
youth through wrestling. Over the course of several weeks, 
EHS partnered with Beat the Streets to launch and deliver a 
wrestling program for our 7th and 8th graders to focus on 
their physical, mental, and emotional development. 

WHOLE SCHOOL TIME SPEAKER SERIES
This semester, EHS continued its weekly Whole School Time 
Speaker Series with a group of dynamic presenters who 
shared their professional and personal experiences.
 
•  Boris Arabadjiev - Managing Partner at Altemis Capital 
            Management

•  Martin Flaherty – Professor of Public Affairs and    
            International Affairs at Princeton University

•  Allison McGuire – Co-Founder and CEO of Walc, a  
            navigation app for walkers.

•  Catherine Novelli – Under Secretary of State for Economic   
            Growth, Energy, and the Environment
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Opposite Page (Top to Bottom): 5th grader Alexis during yoga class; Alumnae
Johanny and Alejandra with new friends at Georgetown’s summer forensic 
science program; 7th and 8th graders during wrestling class; Whole School time 
speaker Catherine Novelli with 8th graders Cherise and Fatima

EHS & THE COMMUNITY



This Page (Top to Bottom): 2013 and 2011 alumni made up this year’s panel; 
2013 and 2012 alumni during this year’s annual alumni party; Clyde EHS ‘13 &
Taft ‘17; Mia EHS ‘13 & Westminster School ‘17, and Samantha EHS ‘13 & 
Tabor Academy ‘17
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ALUMNI ACTIVITIES
On June 9, nine alumni returned to EHS to participate in our 
annual Alumni Panel. This occasion gives current EHS students 
the opportunity to hear about the application process, transition, 
challenges, and joys of high school as experienced by their 
older peers. Our alumni answered probing questions and gave 
insightful advice to their student audience. 

EHS ALUMNI

BROOKS FELLOWS
This year marks the 10th anniversary of our Brooks Fellowship!
The Brooks Fellowship for Community Service, sponsored by 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brooks, provides stipends for The East 
Harlem School alumni to work in summer internships at non-
profit and community-based organizations. These internships 
are supplemented with weekly check-in meetings at EHS, site 
visits, weekly written reflections, summer reading assignments, 
organization presentations, self-evaluations, and evaluations by 
site supervisors.

We would like to thank our partner sites: Booker T. Washington 
Learning Center, Boys’ Club of New York, Carter Burden Center 
for the Aging, Family Justice Center, East Harlem Tutorial 
Program, Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter, Mother Hale 
Learning Center, and CitySquash.

The following alumni were selected to participate in the 2015 
Brooks Fellowship program:

EHS’10: Teanna Holmes

EHS ’11: Che Maria Baez, Carolina Calero

EHS ’12: Claudette Ramos

EHS’13: Nasir Bly, Tyler Brown, Gregory Lee, Donaldo Reyes, Perla 
Figueroa, Sofia Flores, Fanta Soumahoro, Aissatou Toure

EHS ’14: Clyde Ramos, Mia Stevens, Saraly Vargas, Sasha Guzman

EHS ’15: Fatima Romano, Jayleen Figueroa

  

WHAT PEOPLE ARE 
SAYING ABOUT EHS:

“I had a fantastic experience at Georgetown 

because I made new friends, learned more 

about Forensic Science and now have a much 

better sense of what college life will be like. 

Thank you for this amazing opportunity. This 

experience has made me realize that in the 

future I want to be a forensic scientist.”
-Alejandra, EHS ‘13 in thank you letter to the 

Andrew K. Dwyer Foundation



  

EHS & THE ARTS

SPRING DRAMA PERFORMANCES

The spring semester of drama featured fantastic 
talent and eagerness to perform! The 4th graders 
spent the spring semester preparing for two musical 
plays: “Biomes: Animals and Plants in their Habitats” in 
conjunction with their course of study in Science, and 
“We Come from Everywhere,” about immigration, a 
topic they study in their Humanities class.

The 5th graders focused on physical awareness 
and specificity this spring. Students took part in an 
integrated curriculum with the Humanities department 
as they prepared for their musical performance of 
“Theseus and the Minotaur.” In 6th grade, students 
learned Readers’ Theatre technique, a skill-set for 
performing a play with the script in hand. Studies have 
shown that this technique successfully increases reading 
fluency and story comprehension and is especially 
valuable for students with weak reading skills. Their 
readers’ theatre unit culminated in a performance of 
Edgar Allen Poe’s, “The Raven.”

Last, but certainly not least, the 8th graders impressed 
the audience with their original adaptation of the 
“In the Heights.” The project involved students in all 
aspects of the dramatic production. During the fall 
semester, students closely read selections from text in 
Humanities class and completed character analyses.  
Once familiar with the story, the 8th graders prepared 
their auditions for drama and worked to embody their 
characters on stage and finally in their wonderful 
performance!

SPRING MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

The East Harlem School Choir had a wonderful spring 
semester learning and singing new music together. 
They performed “Rolling in the Deep” by Adele and 
“Count on Me” by Bruno Mars. The Spring Concert 
Program featured many soloists who impressed all 
listeners with their incredible voices and poise!

This Page (Top to Bottom): 4th grade students performing “We Come From 
Everywhere”; 8th graders Armando, Imani, Jayleen, Aniyah, Jada, and 
Andrew after their production of “In the Heights” 

Opposite Page: Students on a field trip at the Highline during summer 
session
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
ABOUT EHS:

EHS is the best school for my son.
He loves to go to school, and he always 
talks to me about his day, and what he 

learned that day. He has grown so 
much not only as a student but as 
a person. I’m so thankful for EHS.

- Parent of current 8th grade student
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SUMMER AT EHS

SUMMER SESSION
The Summer Semester is a critical component of The East 
Harlem School’s year-round educational program.  In 
order to provide even more skill-building and enrichment 
opportunities, EHS students participated in a mandatory 
5-week session in addition to the regular 10-month school 
year. Summer semester classes were taught by professional 
teachers and high school and college interns. 

EHS Summer Humanities Curriculum

Our theme for the summer was “Women in the World.” 
By looking at the experience of being a woman through 
the lens of race, class, and religion, we encouraged our 
students, both male and female, to reflect on their own life 
experiences as well as those of their family members and 
friends. The 4th, 5th, and 6th graders read The Breadwinner, 
by Deborah Ellis, which tells the story of a young Afghani 
girl, Parvana, and her family’s struggle to survive under 
the cruel rule of the Taliban. The 7th and 8th graders read 
One Crazy Summer, by Rita Williams-Garcia, which tells 
the story of three sisters who take an unforgettable trip 
to California. In Oakland, they are reunited with a mother 
who abandoned them and gain a new understanding of 
what it means to be a black girl in 1968. These inspiring 
female protagonists helped our students become more 
thoughtful about issues of gender and race. We hope our 
students will continue to empathize and become active in 
women’s issues. For the culminating project, each student 
conducted an interview with a woman in his or her family 
and used that interview to write a narrative of this person’s 
life. Through this interview and writing experience, the 
students gave voice to the stories of struggle, resilience, and 
leadership of the women in their lives.

On Fridays, students visited New York City sites including 
The Frick Collection, kayaked on the Hudson River, and 
volunteered at All Souls’ Soup Kitchen.

  

2015 SUMMER INTERNS

Ryan Ali-Shaw, Bowdoin 
College

Marisa Brail, Riverdale Country 
School

Isabel Boyce, Dickenson College

Maggie Cicco, Georgetown 
University

Emily Crichton, Trinity College

Nathaniel Epstein, Kenyon 
College

Julia Forster, Riverdale Country 
School

Stephen Green, The Collegiate 
School

Joanna Kass, University of 
Pennsylvania

Isabella Huber, Harvard 
University

Hepzibeth Lee, Concordia 
University of Montreal

Abby Malone, Brown University

Emmy Maluf, Williams College

Rachel Onefater, George 
Washington University

James Ringler, The Collegiate 
School

Danae Rollet, The University of 
Chicago

Jack Rosell, University of 
Rochester

Tamar Rothstein, University of 
Pennsylvania

Alice Wang, Dartmouth College

Melissa Wu, University of 
Rochester
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WASHINGTON, D.C. TRIP

For the third year, a small group of EHS 7th and 8th 
graders traveled to Washington, D.C. where they 
met Senators and Congressmen, explored the city, 
and learned about our national government. We 
were delighted to be hosted once again by Tim Reif, 
the General Counsel to the US Trade Representative, 
and a dear friend of The East Harlem School.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Wednesday, March 25 - Arrive in Washington, D.C.

4:00 Meeting with Congressman Charles B. Rangel

7:15 Tour of the West Wing and Oval Office, The  
           White House

Thursday, March 26

10:00 Meeting with Under-Secretary of State 
          Catherine Novelli

1:45 Meeting with Congressman Xavier Becerra

Friday, March 27 - Depart for New York City 

9:15 Meeting with David Weller, Vice President of    
           Global Trade Policy, Google Inc.

  

This Page (Top to Bottom): Students in front of the White House; 
Students in front of the reflecting pool; Students at the Capitol; 
Visiting the department of Education

Opposite Page (Top to Bottom): Students at the Lincoln Memorial; 
Students at the MLK Memorial; Students in the White House press room; 
8th graders Cherise and Latoya speaking with Congressman 
Charles B. Rangel  

SUMMER AT EHS
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SUMMER AT EHS

EHS FACULTY SUMMER PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

This summer, The East Harlem School supported teachers 
in the following professional development opportunities.

Katherine Crotty (6th Grade Humanities Teacher 
completing her 6th year at EHS) -- In her third summer at 
the Middlebury Bread Loaf School of English, Katherine 
traveled to Oxford, England where she studied 
Shakespeare at Oxford University. While in Europe, 
Katherine enjoyed seeing many theater productions, 
having access to the Bodleian Libraries at Oxford, and 
traveling to Ireland and the Netherlands. She will 
continue working towards her masters degree in English 
next summer at the campus in Middlebury, VT. 

Courtney Knowlton (Program Director and 5th Grade 
Humanities Teacher completing her 8th year at EHS) 
-- Courtney spent a week in New Haven, CT at the Yale 
Summer Writers’ Conference studying fiction writing with 
a focus on family stories. She plans to incorporate the 
craft elements she focused on at Yale into the poetry 
lessons she teaches to her students at EHS. 

Kevin Rohn (7th & 8th Grade Science Teacher completing 
his 3rd year at EHS) -- Kevin traveled to Olympic National 
Park outside Seattle, WA for a science teacher education 
program. His work focused on incorporating field science 
techniques into class curriculum using Next Generation 
Science Standards.  He plans to use these techniques in his 
classroom to challenge students to find new ways to ask 
their own questions about the world around them and 
design their own experiments to test them. 

Chastidy Roman (7th & 8th Grade Spanish teacher 
completing her 6th year at EHS) -- In her second of four 
summers in the Middlebury College Masters in Spanish 
program with a focus on pedagogy, Chastidy studied at 
Universidad Argentina de la Empresa (UADE) in Buenos 
Aires. For six weeks, she lived with an Argentine couple 
and was required to follow a “language pledge” to 
ensure full immersion. 

Congratulations to our faculty for completing these 
wonderful programs!

  



EHS SPOTLIGHT

TRUSTEE: Bronson van Wyck

Bronson van Wyck has been an esteemed member of The East 
Harlem School’s Board of Trustees since 2009. An event planner 
of international renown, Bronson has organized some of the 
most memorable and imaginative parties of the past decade 
in locations all over the world. Bronson’s talent and style have 
drawn clients like President Obama, Daphne Guinness, Vera 
Wang, Hugh Jackman, Martha Stewart, and international luxury 
brands such as Chanel, Mercedes Benz, Christie’s, Bulgari, Range 
Rover, and Van Cleef & Arpels, among many others. Bronson 
is a graduate of Yale University and is passionate about giving 
back with a focus on education. At The East Harlem School, 
Bronson has worked one on one with 8th graders to prepare 
them for high school, provided strategic oversight for our 
events, and has generously donated the curation of our annual 
fall gala for many years. For their great influence on our School, 
Bronson and his family have been selected as honorees at our 
upcoming fall dinner benefit in October. We are thrilled to have 
him as part of our close community!

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: Aissatou Toure

Aissatou Toure is a bright and talented young woman and 
graduate of The East Harlem School’s Class of 2013. Aissatou 
came to the United States from Guinea when she was in 3rd 
grade. She now attends Saint Jean Baptiste High School in 
New York City, where she is active in athletics and the Student 
Council. With a love for physical activity that she found at EHS, 
Aissatou now competes on her school’s soccer and track teams. 
Aissatou is also actively involved in community service and is a 
member of her school’s Glamour Gals group, which travels to 
local nursing homes to spend time with the elderly. Aissatou 
was selected to be her school’s Ambassador, a role in which 
she helps new students transition to their new environment, 
and next year, she will act as Vice President to the student 
body! Aissatou is an avid reader and writer, and this year she 
won 1st place in Center for the Book’s 2014-2015 Letters about 
Literature competition. For her letter (featured on next page), 
Aissatou was honored at the New York State Writer’s Hall of 
Fame Induction Gala in June. Aissatou looks forward to college 
and graduate school, and she hopes to one day become a 
lawyer. We hope she will continue to visit us at The East Harlem 
School! 
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EHS thanks Jody 
Steinglass and 

Empire Edge for 
donating their test 
prep services to our 

8th graders!



Aissatou wins First place at the NYS Letters About Literature Contest

Letters About Literature is a reading and writing contest for students in grades 4-12. Students are 
asked to read a book, poem or speech and write to that author (living or dead) about how the 
book affected them personally. Letters are judged on state and national levels. Tens of thousands of 
students from across the country enter Letters About Literature each year.

On Percy Jackson 
by Aissatou Toure

Percy Jackson gave me my first real friend. When I was younger I moved from Guinea, Africa to the 
United States and found it very difficult to make friends. I was not very well liked because I did not 
speak English as well as the other students. I did not read as fast as the other students and I had a 
slight accent. Bullies were a daily thing for me; I felt alienated and believed nothing was going to 
change. I had accepted my role as a target. 

One day in my third day class my teacher asked me to read in front of the other students. I struggled 
with some of the sentences, the words sounding foreign to me.  The entire class started laughing. 
They told me I couldn’t read. To prove to my classmates that I was not illiterate, as they thought, I 
went to my school library and picked out a book. Walking through the library I wanted to cry because 
all of the books seemed way too hard to read until an emerald book caught my eye. It was entitled 
The Lightning Thief. 

In the first chapter I was introduced to Percy Jackson, a kid who was often picked on because of his 
dyslexia, a disorder that makes it difficult to read or write. Even though he was bullied and picked 
on and did not have many friends, just like me, he was able to become something great and make 
friends. I thought if I could be like Percy and stand up against the harassment, I would also be able to 
gain friends. When I read that Percy lived just a block away from my own apartment I was pleasantly 
surprised. I believed that if I were able to meet him, I could be his friend and he could show me how 
he was able to overcome the bullying and make such great and amazing friends.

He saved me from an ordinary and repetitive world and opened my eyes to new possibilities. He 
taught me that just because I cannot see something or comprehend something does not mean 
that it does not exist. I wanted an explanation as to why I had no friends, so I convinced myself that 
Percy Jackson, Annabeth Chase, Grover Underwood and the others were my friends and they were 
watching over me; no one could prove otherwise.  I just could not see them because I was mortal. 

One day while I was reading The Lightning Thief again to grasp at the hope and dream of being 
able to call myself Percy’s friend as well, suddenly someone tapped on my shoulder. I turned around 
quickly, frightened. I recognized the stranger as one of my classmates. She had just transferred from 
another school, but unlike me she was actually able to make friends and was well liked. I wanted to 
also become friends with her, but I was afraid that she would instead refuse and become a bully just 
like my other classmates. She asked me what I was reading; when I replied The Lightning Thief she 
got very excited and asked me who my favorite character was. I was shocked and I replied that Percy 
was my favorite character. Later that day during my lunch period I saw her again. I was very surprised 
when she asked me to sit next to her. I happily complied. We than began to speak about which 
character was better. We talked from lunch all the way until the end of the day. I was overjoyed and 
for the first time since I had moved to America I could not wait until I could go to school the next day. 
That is how Percy Jackson gave me my first real life friend. 
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We have worked to ensure the 
accuracy of this newsletter and apologize 
for any errors or omissions.  If there has 
been an inadvertent error or omission, 
please accept our sincere apologies and 
notify:

Sheila P. Nelson
Director of Development
snelson@eastharlemschool.org
_________________________

Design Concept
Jessica Giles
www.jessicagiles.com

Student Photography
Michael Priest Photography
mpriestphotography.com
(212) 462-2250

Building Photography
Kevin Chu + Jessica Paul
Tel +1 646.483.1155   

Small school. BIG impact.
Please make your tax-deductible gift to The East 
Harlem School today and make a BIG impact on a 
child’s life forever. Please contact the development 
office with any questions at 212-876-8775 x304. 

The East Harlem School at Exodus House is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. New and continued 
support from our donors allows us to provide an 
innovative and comprehensive education to middle 
school students from low-income families in Harlem. 
With your assistance, we can continue to provide an 
exceptional learning experience to our 
ever-growing student body, to offer academic 
counseling to our alumni, and to forge ahead with 
the School’s growth and expansion.  

www.eastharlemschool.org
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