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A Word from a 2016 Graduate

Good morning everyone! I'm honored to be the speaker today, and on behalf 
of my entire class, I want to welcome all of the families here to our graduation. 
Fourteen of the students up here today were members of the first ever class 
of 4th grade at EHS - the rest of us joined in fifth, sixth, and seventh grades, 
and over our years here we have become like family. We are grateful for the 
experience we've had in this beautiful school with our caring, hard-working, 
and inspiring teachers, and we are excited about our next steps. 

None of us would be here without the support of our parents. My parents came 
from Mexico - as did I! I moved here when I was three and have watched my 
parents show tremendous bravery and humility as they have navigated life as 
immigrants in New York City. Other families in this room have come here from 
the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Honduras, Nicaragua, Columbia, Spain, 
the West Indies, and Ghana. It's not easy to leave all that you know behind to 
come to a new place, and all of the parents who immigrated did it with their 
children in mind. Even the parents who were born and raised in New York make 
huge sacrifices on a daily basis for the good of their children. As teenagers, we 
often forget to think about our parents and how hard they work, but today we 
wear our caps and gowns in your honor. Thank you parents, we will work hard 
to continue to make you proud. I hope to be the first in my family to attend 
college, and I know many of you on the stage have that goal as well.  

I don't want to embarrass my friends by saying how each of you has changed 
- but guess what, all of you have changed over the course of your time at EHS. 
We're stronger and more athletic than we used to be, we're more well read, 
we're better writers and thinkers, we've learned to draw, to memorize, to act, 
how to set up a tent, and without a doubt, we're all more adventurous eaters! 
We've gained independence and we've thought about how even our smallest 
actions are meaningful. I know I've learned that nothing is more important than 
kindness. 

For better or worse, there will always be change. Many of us probably wish that 
we could stay at EHS for another few years, but we can't. It's time for a change 
of schools. Our time here has prepared us for that change and for others that 
we will encounter. We have gained confidence in ourselves by exploring our 
strengths and weaknesses and by being aware of what they are. We will always 
take our self-awareness with us and it will serve us as we start the next chapter. 
One thing that won't change, though, is that we were all here together today 
and have been together for these past few years. We are family and what we 
have experienced together has made all of us stronger. 

I wish everyone in the Class of 2016 a wonderful next chapter. Stay in touch 
with your EHS family and don t forget to always show gratitude to your parents 
for all they do for you!  

- Viviana Alejandre, Class of 2016 Graduation Speaker
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THE EAST HARLEM SCHOOL AT EXODUS HOUSE

Small school. BIG impact.
Our mission:  The East Harlem School at Exodus House challenges 
students to develop a balanced physical, moral, and intellectual strength 
that they will use to adapt to change - and for the final purpose of 
creating and sharing lives of deep meaning, dynamic actions, and 
transcendent joy. We are a middle school (grades 4-8) that recruits 
children from families with low income and the highest values, and we 
give preference to those who keep to the traditional belief that creative 
flight can only be sustained by grounded discipline.

Our history:  Exodus House has been an anchoring and iconic institution 
in Harlem since its founding in 1963 by Reverend Dr. Lynn and Mrs. Leola 
Hageman as a drug rehabilitation center. Due to a heightened concern 
for the welfare and well-being of the community's many underserved, 
at-risk children, Exodus House was converted in 1984 to an after-school 
and summer program facility. Then, in the fall of 1993, inspired by the 
steadfast commitment of the Hagemans to the East Harlem community, 
the couple's sons, Hans and Ivan, opened an independent year-round 
middle school on the original Exodus House site to better address the critical 
needs of these children and their families. Today, EHS is chartered by the 
New York State Department of Education and accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools. The East Harlem School is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization.
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The East Harlem School admits students of any race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, 
national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the School. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
disability, age, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin in administration 
of its educational polices, employment or hiring practices, financial aid or scholarship 
programs, athletic or other school-administered programs.
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2016 POETRY SLAM

Photos (Top to Bottom): Head of School Ivan Hageman with judges and Poetry 
Slam winners; 6th grader Mirian performing her poem; MC Jordin Ruderman 
warming up the poets; Poetry Slam poets; 4th grader Bryan performing his poem 

Photo Credit: Michael Priest Photography

EHS BY THE NUMBERS
Annual cost of educating an 

EHS student: 
$16,122

Percentage of EHS families 
that pay reduced tuition: 

100%
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The 2016 Spring Poetry Slam was another record-breaking success! 
This year, thanks to a successful matching gift program and the 
generous support of our donors and guests, The East Harlem School 
raised over $150,000!

Thirty students from EHS captivated over 350 guests with their 
original poetry at B.B. King Blues Club and Grill in Times Square. 
Our poets spoke of family sacrifice, immigration, sports, the humble 
histories of their ancestors, and the dreams of their futures. MC Jordin 
Ruderman and DJ Sugar Shand returned this year to host the evening. 
A lively and diverse panel of special guest and celebrity judges 
included:

Paul Brill: Paul is a multiple Emmy Award-nominated composer, 
songwriter, and producer based in Brooklyn, New York. 

Addis Fouch�- Channer: Addis is a Middlebury College junior double 
majoring in Chinese and Economics. She graduated from The East 
Harlem School in 2009 and attended the Westover School.

Jon Patricof: Jon is President of the NYC Football Club and a valued 
Trustee of The East Harlem School for 13 years.

Tony Taylor: Tony is a Forward for the New York City Football Club. 

Thank you to our poets, supporters, and judges for making the 
evening a great success!



  

GRADUATION

On Friday, June 10th, families, trustees, friends, 
and faculty gathered to celebrate The East 
Harlem School's Class of 2016. Our thirty-three 
graduating 8th graders brought joy and pride to 
their community and to themselves. Reverend 
Mark Bozzuti-Jones, Priest of Pastoral Care 
and Nurture at Trinity Wall Street, delivered a 
poignant commencement speech, urging our 
graduates to take pride in their upbringing and 
achievements, and to leverage them to achieve 
their greatest potential. In his own words, 
our graduates are "THE BEST!" Awards were 
presented for outstanding academic achievement 
and community involvement. The School's highest 
honor, the Lynn and Leola Hageman Warrior 
Award, was awarded to 8th graders Aliay Chavez 
and Luis Perez. We are so proud of the Class of 
2016 for their growth and accomplishments!

(4)

Photos (Top to Bottom): 8th graders with their yearbooks; Head of School 
Ivan Hageman and Dean of Faculty & Staff Anne Ross award diplomas; Luis 
leads fellow graduates to the ceremony; Graduation speaker Viviana delivers 
her speech; Class of 2016 

Photo Credit: Michael Priest Photography

EHS BY THE NUMBERS
Number of 2015 EHS graduates: 

33

Amount of scholarship aid awarded from 
private boarding and parochial schools, Boys 

Hope Girls Hope, and Student Sponsor 
Partners (SSP) for the 2016-17 school year.

Over $440,235
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2016 was a highly competitive year for boarding, private, 

parochial, and specialized schools. Our 8th graders had 

strong placement results, and we are confident that they 

will excel in high school!

Viviana Alejandre Cathedral High School
Andrew Almonte Essex Street Academy
Williams Amoh  Cardinal Hayes High School
Ixchel Arias        Cristo Rey Brooklyn High School*
Jose Camacho    La Salle Academy 
Cinthia Carrion  Cathedral High School 
Aliay Chavez   St. Andrew's School 
Shania Davis      Cushing Academy 
Kevyn Duran      Bishop Loughlin High School* 
Leah Faulk   Talent Unlimited High School 
James Figueroa  Essex Street Academy 
Hunter Graves   Manhattan Center for Science and   
     Mathematics    
Mina Henry   Gramercy Arts High School
Donna Ignacio   Cristo Rey Brooklyn High School*
Abraham Islas  Millbrook School 
Leon Jeffrey       Church Farm School 
Kenneth Lembert Cristo Rey New York High School
Laura Leon   The Beacon School 
Denise Merino   Cristo Rey New York High School 
Juan Minyety     Vanguard High School 
Keyani Nelson  Dana Hall School 
Kabira Oluwo   Democracy Prep Endurance High School 
Luis Perez           Suffield Academy 
Luis Ramos         Pace University High School*
Dayanara Reyes Cathedral High School 
Madison Reyes   Cathedral High School 
Remy Richards   Essex Street Academy 
Esmeralda Rodriguez Cristo Rey New York High School 
Karla Salas   Saint Vincent Ferrer High School 
Rhakieem Sewer St. Raymond High School for Boys
Kevin Valenzuela  Cristo Rey New York High School
Genesis Vargas  Cristo Rey New York High School
Jonathan Zurita  Cristo Rey New York High School
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2016 HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT

*Boys Hope Girls Hope scholarship recipients

Photos (Top to Bottom): Graduation speaker Rev. Mark Bozzuti-Jones delivers 
his speech; Graduates throwing their caps; Class of  2016 cutting their graduation 
cake;  Aliay and Luis accept the Warrior Award; Trustees Eve Stuart, Stephanie 
Guest, Ruth Shillingford, and Bea Tompkins attend graudation 



  

EHS ATHLETICS

BOYS' LACROSSE TEAM - A Championship Season

The East Harlem School boys' lacrosse team completed an 
exceptional season with a 4-3 victory over Sojourner Truth to 
earn the School's first boys' league championship! The EHS boys 
were 5-3 in the regular season, including three shutouts and an 
overtime loss to Frederick Douglass Academy. The boys were 
anchored in the mid-field by Rhakieem and Luis, who were both 
dominant on face-offs and leaders in goals and assists. Luis R. and 
Andrew provided offensive leadership from attack, and the team 
was solidified defensively by Remy, Jonathan, and goalie Williams.  
With fourteen 8th graders, the boys had a wealth of experience 
on the field and built an identity centered on physical play and 
aggressive defense. Their victory in the finals was the culmination 
of a season marked by dominant wins and close losses in the 
pursuit of a team accomplishment the boys will never forget.

GIRLS' LACROSSE TEAM - A Championship Season

Back to Back Champions
The girls' lacrosse team had another incredible season. This year's 
team went undefeated (7-0-1) in the regular season and 2-0 in 
the playoffs. The girls from EHS won a hard fought semi-final 
game in overtime against Harlem Lacrosse League's team from 
Sojourner Truth and then went on to beat Anderson in the final.  
This group of girls was hardworking, tenacious, and determined 
in every practice and game. Goals were scored by many different 
players and defense was played in every corner of the field. The 
girls were incredibly focused and were faster and more fit than 
every team we opposed. The team was led by 13 experienced 8th 
graders, many of whom plan to play lacrosse in high school, and 
supported by many 7th grade standouts who became starters 
and who will lead the team in this coming year. Two 7th graders, 
Skylar and Alexia, were given scholarships to a lacrosse camp in 
Boston through the MetroLax program, and we know that their 
experience will contribute to a great '16-'17 season!

Thank you to the Andrew K. Dwyer Foundation for funding 
both of our teams, and for making their seasons possible! 

TRACK 

The East Harlem School track team had its most successful 
season to date! Our team brought home 11 medals from the 
Gotham Games, including the bronze for the girls' 4x100 relay 
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(Top to Bottom): Girls' lacrosse team on Ward's Island; Track team members 
with their medals at the Gotham Games; Lacrosse goalie Shania; Boys' lacrosse 
team with the league championship trophy 



  

team and three medals for 7th grader Ryana, who placed in 
all of her events. Brittany, also in the 7th grade, anchored 
her 4x100 relay team to an impressive third place. Eighth 
graders Leah and Aliay continued to amaze us with their 
speed and competitive drive, particularly in the individual 
400m race and the 4x400 relay. We look forward to 
defending our medals next spring. Because nearly everyone 
on the team shaved seconds off of their qualifying times in 
the championship meet, we are very optimistic about next 
year's team!

WRESTLING

The 2015-2016 Wrestling program delivered two eight-
week sessions in the winter and spring. Seventh and 8th 
grade boys and girls received three hours of coaching 
per week, with emphasis paid to strategy, holds, and 
combinations. Students worked independently and in 
teams, and competed regularly within the school and 
at tournaments hosted by Beat the Streets in New York 
City. On February 25th, EHS hosted its first tournament 
in our gym against Inwood Academy for Leadership, and 
we are proud that our wrestlers emerged undefeated in 
all matches! Teacher and coach observations, as well as 
student reflections at the end of the year, show that the 
wrestling program instilled in our 7th and 8th graders 
courage, balance, and poise under pressure. Overall, the 
program made our students, particularly our girls, more fit 
and empowered.

SELF DEFENSE

For the second year, The East Harlem School held a series 
of Self Defense classes for our 8th grade girls. Over the 
course of ten sessions, our girls trained with Martial Arts 
Instructor Steve Arboleda, who was assisted by Head of 
School Ivan Hageman, to develop a sense of physical, 
mental, and emotional self-awareness to help them tap 
into the vast potential of their human body. This training 
helped our girls develop physical integration, dynamic 
movement, and coordinated strength - all which amplify 
the power of an individual, regardless of her physical 
build. 
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(Top to Bottom): 8th grader Kevin wrestles opponent from Inwood Academy 
of Leadership; Wrestling team with their Beat the Streets Coach; 8th grader 
Leah wrestles opponent; 8th grade wrestlers with medals at a Beat the Streets 
tournament. 



  

EHS PANEL DISCUSSION
On March 1, 2016, EHS hosted its first panel discussion on 
the topic, "Brown Student, White Teacher: Working at the 
Intersection of Race and Class." A powerful form of outreach 
targeting educational and poverty focused institutions in 
NYC, the evening was attended by over 200 people including 
leaders in the NYC education field, academics, teachers, 
parents, and students. Panelists included Head of School Ivan 
Hageman, Dean of Faculty and Staff Anne Ross, Trustee Hon. 
Ruth Shillingford, three EHS alumni, and two EHS parents. The 
evening was a great success and featured a lively question and 
answer session with the audience, which confronted many 
challenging topics surrounding the night's theme.

NAMASTE YOGA
Michael and Julie Wald of Namaste New York continued their 
partnership with EHS by offering a free yoga series to students, 
parents, and faculty. Now in its fourth year, this ten-week 
program builds balance, flexibility, relaxation, and strength.

BEAT THE STREETS
This year, EHS continued its partnership with the Beat the 
Streets, a NYC  based non-profit dedicated to empowering 
disadvantaged youth through wrestling. Over the course of 
several weeks, EHS partnered with Beat the Streets to launch 
and deliver a wrestling program for our 7th and 8th graders to 
focus on their physical, mental, and emotional development. 

WHOLE SCHOOL TIME SPEAKER SERIES
Whole School Time Speaker Series:
This spring, EHS continued the weekly Whole School Time 
Speaker Series with a group of dynamic presenters who shared 
their professional and personal experiences.

•  Dr. Andrew Schweitzer – Assistant Professor of Radiology, 
 Division of Neuroradiology, Associate Program Director
 of the Radiology Residency 

•  Kit White  – Artist, Adjunct Associate Professor, Fine Arts,  
            Pratt Institute 

•  Jose Mena – Philanthropy Coordinator, Roc Nation 

•  Philip Kunhardt – Founder, the Center for the Study of  
            Transformative Lives, New York University 
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EHS & THE COMMUNITY



Opposite Page (Top to Bottom): 5th graders practice yoga; Students take a 
"Vertical Tour" to the top of Cathedral of St. John the Divine during Summer 
Session; Students visit the MET with volunteers from MSCI; Moderator Ingrid Wong 
opens discussion at EHS panel night
This Page (Top to Bottom): Alumni gather at annual Alumni Panel; Students gather 
for circle in the EHS yard; Alumni visit EHS
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ALUMNI PANEL 
On June 8, sixteen alumni returned to EHS to participate in our 
annual Alumni Panel. This occasion gives current EHS students 
the opportunity to hear about the application process, transition, 
challenges, and joys of high school as experienced by their 
older peers. Our alumni answered probing questions and gave 
insightful advice to their student audience. 

EHS ALUMNI

BROOKS FELLOWS
The Brooks Fellowship for Community Service, sponsored by 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brooks, provides stipends for 
East Harlem School alumni to work in summer internships 
at non-profit and community-based organizations. These 
internships are supplemented with weekly check-in meetings 
at EHS, site visits, weekly written reflections, summer reading 
assignments, organization presentations, self-evaluations, and 
evaluations by site supervisors. 

We would like to thank our partner sites: Boys' Club of 
New York, Carter Burden Center for the Aging, East Harlem 
Tutorial Program, The East Harlem School Summer Session, 
CitySquash, and the New York State Unified Court with Hon. 
Ruth Shillingford.

The following alumni were selected to participate in the 2016 
Brooks Fellowship program:

EHS '11: Che Maria Baez

EHS '12: Melissa Patino, Claudette Ramos 

EHS '13: Tyler Brown, Gregory Lee, Fanta Soumahoro 

EHS '14: Alexandra Batista, Samantha Figueroa, Johanny Mercedes,
Saraly Vargas 

EHS '15 : Carloyn Loyola

EHS '16: Leah Faulk, Abraham Islas, Laura Leon, Keyani Nelson, 
Kabira Oluwo  

  

WHAT PEOPLE ARE 
SAYING ABOUT EHS:

I'm writing to thank the entire EHS team for the 
wonderful experience that my child had this summer. 

 She loves school. I see changes already in her 
enthusiasm for athletics, in her appreciation of healthy 
eating, and in her positive response to the structures 

that support her in her learning. Watching her 
mature in the context of what EHS is offering 
her will be a wonderful experience for me as

 her mom.  So, thank you!
 

- Parent of new 5th grade student



  

EHS & THE ARTS

SPRING DRAMA PERFORMANCES

The spring semester of drama featured fantastic talent and 
eagerness to perform! The 4th graders spent the spring 
semester preparing for two musical plays: "Biomes: Animals 
and Plants in their Habitats" in conjunction with their course 
of study in Science, and "We Come from Everywhere," about 
immigration, a topic they study in their Humanities class. The 
4th graders also created weekly vignettes that demonstrated 
character-traits highlighted each week. They explored 
scenarios in which characters show compassion, patience, and 
mindfulness. 

Along with their magnificent Poetry Slam, the entire student 
body participated in our annual Poetry Recitation Assembly, 
during which each grade presented classic poems in unison. 
These included "Hope is the thing with Feathers," "The Road 
Not Taken," "Harlem," and "Kubla Khan" among many 
others!

The 7th graders took the stage by storm with a reading of 
"A Midsummer Night's Dream." After weeks of text analysis, 
they internalized the language and brought new life to this 
classic text! The play within the play was a huge hit. 

Last, but certainly not least, the 8th graders impressed the 
crowd with their original adaptation of the "In the Heights." 
The project involved students in all aspects of the dramatic 
production, including a student-led set design club. During 
the fall semester, students closely read selections from text 
in Humanities class and completed character analyses.  Once 
familiar with the story, the 8th graders prepared their 
auditions for drama, and worked to embody their characters 
on stage and in finally in their wonderful performance!

SPRING MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

The East Harlem School Choir had a lovely spring semester 
learning and singing new music together. They learned 
several songs including "Love" by Lennon and Maisy, and 
"That's What's Up" by Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic 
Zeros, which they performed at our school award ceremony.

Several 8th grade girls also led an acapella group. They met 
independently, arranged their own music, and performed 
periodically for our school community.

This Page (Top to Bottom): 4th graders perform "We Come from 
Everywhere"; 5th graders perform "Theseus and the Minotaur"; 7th 
graders Ashley and Soraida complete projects in Visual Arts class 
Opposite Page: 8th graders during their West Virginia trip 
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
ABOUT EHS:

Thank you for a summer of warmth, growth, 
and community. It was wonderful to 

work with such enthusiastic and eager 
students, who clearly have such a thirst

 for knowledge and respect for their peers 
and teachers. Thank you for encouraging 

and supporting us and helping us to 
stretch ourselves in the most rewarding way. 

- Talya H., 2016 Summer Intern
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

THE MOUNTAIN INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGINIA: 

Thanks to the generosity of the Virginia Lopez Foundation, The East Harlem School sent thirty-three 8th graders to 
The Mountain Institute in Circleville, West Virginia for a week-long backpacking and camping trip to the beautiful 
backcountry of Monongahela National Forest. As always, the trip provided a fantastic opportunity for the rising 8th 
graders to develop their leadership skills, test their physical limits, and experience a new and beautiful part of the 
country. At The Mountain Institute, students learned how to cook, start a fire, and  strategically pack their belongings 
in a knapsack for the week-long expedition. Students had opportunities for self-reflection during rigorous hikes and 
creative writing exercises in the evening. Each student also had the opportunity to cultivate leadership skills through 
team-building activities, including guiding the group through the woods to different locations. The trip was truly an 
invaluable experience that our students will never forget. 
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SUMMER SEMESTER 

The Summer Semester is a critical component of The East 
Harlem School's year-round educational program. In 
order to provide even more skill-building and enrichment 
opportunities, EHS students participated in a mandatory 
5-week summer session in addition to the regular 10-month 
school year. Summer Session classes were taught by 
professional teachers and high school and college interns.

This summer, we partnered with the program REACT to FILM. 
This organization works to leverage the best issue-based 
filmmaking to promote social responsibility and spark civic 
engagement. Our students watched the films "Inocente," 
"Miss Representation," and "The Mask You Live In." Through 
these films, they addressed a variety of social issues, including 
homelessness in America, the pressures that society puts on 
boys, and the problematic ways in which the media represents 
women. REACT to FILM provided comprehensive materials that 
made the movies and topics accessible to all of our students, 
grades 4-8. Students learned about active and close viewing of 
films, as well as about how to identify bias and perspective in 
documentaries. 

Along with the film curriculum, all students took part in daily 
math and humanities classes. In humanities, the entire student 
body read the classic book, "The Pushcart War." Published in 
1964, this timeless book is about how pushcart vendors defend 
themselves from the arrival of huge trucks to their city. The 
students learned about satire, metafiction, and conceit, and 
with these terms used the book's simple story to discuss the 
causes of war as well as the positives and negatives of big 
businesses. 

In the afternoons, our students participated in soccer and 
lacrosse and then in elective classes, which were designed 
by our college teachers. Our electives this summer were 
Poetry, Mandarin Language, Creative Writing, Psychology, 
Environmental Science, Debate, Public Speaking, Mock Trial, 
Graphic Novel, Screen Writing, and Arts and Crafts.   

  

SUMMER AT EHS
2016 SUMMER INTERNS

Patrick Armstrong, Grinnell College

Che Baez, Parsons School of Design

Reid Birdoff, University of Texas

Marisa Brail, Riverdale Country School

Daniela Carela, Skidmore College

Jamerly De La Cruz, Skidmore College

Olivia Desilva, Kenyon College

David Guizarry, Skidmore College

Talya Horenstein, Harvard University

Kate Janover, Brown University

Hannah Leverenz, New York University 

Emilia Maluf, Williams College

Hannah Parker, University of Rochester 

Claudette Ramos, Groton School

James Ringler, The Collegiate School

Tara Simmons, Dartmouth College

Olivia Skowronski, Skidmore College

Tommy Tsang, Fordham University
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Opposite Page: 5th and 6th graders visit the Frick
This Page (Top to Bottom): 7th graders pose outside the White House; 
Students with Under-Secretary of State Cathy Novelli; Students sit outside 
the MET during a Summer Semester field trip; Students with Deputy Chief 
of Staff Behnaz Kibria, Assistant General Counsel Alexandra Whittaker, and 
Deputy General Counsel Maria Pagan  

SUMMER AT EHS

WASHINGTON, D.C. TRIP

For the fourth year, a small group of EHS 7th and 8th graders 
traveled to Washington, D.C. where they met Senators and 
Congressmen, explored the city, and learned about our nation-
al government. We were delighted to be hosted once again by 
Tim Reif, the General Counsel to the US Trade Representative, 
and a dear friend of The East Harlem School.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Monday, May 23 - Arrive in Washington, D.C.

1:30 Meeting with Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
 and Robert C. Fisher, Hills & Co. 

3:15 Meeting with Under-Secretary of State Cathy 
 Novelli, U.S. Department of State
5:30 Meeting with Congressman Charles B. Rangel, 
 13th District of New York 

Tuesday, May 24

10:00 Meeting with Karen Antebi, Business Software 
 Alliance, formerly, Government of Mexico

1:45 Meeting with Senior Staff, Office of the U.S.
 Trade Representative 
3:00 Meeting with Congressman Xavier Becerra, 
 34th District of California 

Wednesday, May 25 - Depart for New York City 

9:15 Meeting with David Weller, Vice President of 
 Global Trade Policy, Google Inc. 

   

  



EHS SPOTLIGHT   

TRUSTEE SPOTLIGHT: 
Suysel dePedro Cunningham 

Suysel dePedro Cunningham joined The East Harlem School's 
esteemed Board of Trustees in spring of 2016. She is the co-
founder of Tilton Fenwick - a boutique interior design firm 
in New York City that was founded in 2010. Suysel was born 
in Puerto Rico and moved to the northeast when she was 8 
years old. She is a graduate of Kingswood-Oxford School in 
West Hartford, CT and Tufts University. Suysel was drawn to 
EHS largely because the opportunities it provides its students 
reflect the educational opportunities, scholarships, and financial 
aid that she herself received as a student, and for which she is 
forever grateful. She lives in New York City and Woodstock, NY 
with her husband, David, and their 9-year-old daughter Cecilia. 
We are grateful for the wonderful support Suysel has already 
shown our school, and we are thrilled to have her on our Board 
of Trustees!

ALUMNI ABROAD: 

Alumni of The East Harlem School traveled the world this spring 
and summer! 

Tyler Brown (Class of 2013) traveled with a small group of 
classmates from Essex Street Academy to France in April. After 
raising the money for the trip themselves, the group of 12 visited 
Paris, Lyon, and Morestel, where they participated in homestays 
with students they had penpalled with during the previous year. 
Tyler is thrilled to have learned more of the French language and 
eat authentic French cuisine - in particular the fondue!

Perla Figuereo (Class of 2013) spent one month in Albania studying 
anthropology and human geography throughout the Balkans. 
With a full scholarship, Perla met and worked with Albanian 
students, spelunked in the caves of Pullumbas, learned about 
Byzantine and post-Byzantine art and architecture, and shared 
meals with her host family, among other adventures.

Samantha Figueroa (Class of 2014) traveled to Spain, also on a full 
scholarship, to study Spanish culture through university classes and 
a homestay. Spending time in Barcelona and Begues, Samantha 
loved learning about a different Hispanic culture - in particular the 
food, music, and architecture!
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Opposite Page: Students visit the New-York Historical Society 

EHS thanks Jody 
Steinglass and 
Empire Edge 

for once again
donating their test 
prep services to our 

8th graders!



New Partnerships & 
Renewed Funding Support at EHS

Altman Foundation 
The East Harlem School is thrilled to be the recipient of a two-year $125,000 grant 
to support the School's operations.

The Hyde and Watson Foundation
In June, EHS received a $10,000 grant to support the School's facility renovations 
and improvements.

Lincoln Fund
The East Harlem School is proud to have earned increased support for our Drama 
Program from the Lincoln Foundation, in the amount of $25,000!

MSCI Inc. 
For the second year, a dedicated group of volunteers from MSCI Inc. spent the day 
working with our students. This year, they arranged a special tour of the MET!

Polo Ralph Lauren Foundation
For the fourth consecutive year, The East Harlem School has received generous 
support from the Polo Ralph Lauren Foundation for the Summer Semester. This 
year, the Foundation increased their support to $40,000!

Tiger Foundation
In March, we received a $100,000 grant in general operating support.

(15)

FUNDING SUPPORT AT EHS 



We have worked to ensure the 
accuracy of this newsletter and apologize 
for any errors or omissions.  If there has 
been an inadvertent error or omission, 
please accept our sincere apologies and 
notify:

Sheila P. Nelson
Director of Development
snelson@eastharlemschool.org
_________________________

Design Concept
Jessica Giles
www.jessicagiles.com

Student Photography
Michael Priest Photography
mpriestphotography.com
(212) 462-2250

Building Photography
Kevin Chu + Jessica Paul
Tel   +1 646.483.1155   

Small school. BIG impact.
Please make your tax-deductible gift to The East 
Harlem School today and make a BIG impact on a 
child's life forever. Please contact the development 
office with any questions at 212-876-8775 x304. 

The East Harlem School at Exodus House is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. New and continued 
support from our donors allows us to provide an 
innovative and comprehensive education to middle 
school students from low-income families in Harlem. 
With your assistance, we can continue to provide an 
exceptional learning experience to our 
ever-growing student body, to offer academic 
counseling to our alumni, and to forge ahead with 
the School’s growth and expansion.  

www.eastharlemschool.org


