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Joe, Luis, and a Black Revenant

No, I am not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allen Poe; nor am I one of 
your Hollywood movie ectoplasms…I am invisible, understand, simply because 
people refuse to see me.
  Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man

Revenant - Someone who returns from a long absence. A person or thing reborn. 
A supernatural being that returns from the dead; a zombie or ghost.

I am the last one, you know. The last one of three men of color alive from my 
otherwise white private high school graduating class.  

My once friend, Joe Chambers, grew up here in El Barrio in the Lehman projects 
on 109th and Madison, and he died over a decade ago. Luis Velez, from the South 
Bronx, died a few months ago. I don’t think our alma mater knows that I am the 
last of those three, can think of us as those three, or can see a morbid pattern in 
that mortal sequence of events. But I do, and either of those men would likely 
have, too, if I and another had switched the order of our end. But here I am, the 
only one left to write to you, a Black revenant, or maybe just the lone and lonely 
remnant of a lonely three. In our yearbook from ’77 you can still see us, shoulder 
to shoulder in the class photo, in the midst of some lads who still remain free to 
strut and fret their hours upon the earth. How sad this all makes me. How urgent 
it makes me in our work to bring healing and resilience to a community where 
people still die early.

So, much of what we do at our school is in the face of such loss. How the gravity 
of race and class can bend and shorten time with a sad and steady relativity! I 
work with a strong sense that if a young Ivan, Luis and Joe had gone to The East 
Harlem School, the three of us would stand together yet. If we three had been 
part of a healing community like this, where peace abides and the transcendent 
is routine, my letter today to you would be quite different. So with death and 
despair blooming quietly about us, we sooth the harsh infamies families suffer 
from the media, realtors, indifferent or hostile health and school bureaucracies - 
and this long political season of vile and racist posturing.

While schools across the land continue to commodify the children of the poor, 
we will hold fast in our belief that they deserve and need the same conditions of 
learning as children of the wealthy. How quickly might things change if people 
from our nation’s working class whose children are shuffled off to charter schools 
that promise and test for success, could see what children of wealth are offered 
in their private educations? Some of the very people that promote the Hobson’s 
choice of charter choice for other people’s children, would never dream of sending 
their children to a place where they cannot develop to the full extent of their 
human potential. 

So I remain deeply grateful to you, dear friend, for investing in a young Luis, or 
Joe, or Maria, or Laura. Together, we see ourselves in another’s struggle. We carry 
every child in our hearts as a common responsibility and a shining facet of our 
common humanity. Two of the three have gone, but I intend to share the rest of 
the many days and years ahead building on the simple and transcendent beauty 
of our work. May the word of our work together end all despair, extend life, and 
spread joy!

Ivan
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Small school. BIG impact.

Our mission:  The East Harlem School challenges students to 
develop a balanced physical, moral, and intellectual strength 
that they will use to adapt to change - and for the final purpose 
of creating and sharing lives of deep meaning, dynamic actions, 
and transcendent joy. We are a middle school (grades 4-8) that 
recruits children from families with low income and the highest 
values, and we give preference to those who keep to the 
traditional belief that creative flight can only be sustained by 
grounded discipline.

Our history:  Exodus House has been an anchoring and iconic 
institution in Harlem since its founding in 1963 by Reverend Dr. 
Lynn and Mrs. Leola Hageman as a drug rehabilitation center. 
Due to a heightened concern for the welfare and well-being 
of the community’s many underserved, at-risk children, 
Exodus House was converted in 1984 to an after-school and 
summer program facility.  Then, in the fall of 1993, inspired 
by the steadfast commitment of the Hagemans to the East 
Harlem community, the couple’s sons, Hans and Ivan, opened 
an independent year-round middle school on the original Exodus 
House site to better address the critical needs of these children 
and their families.  Today, EHS is chartered by the New York State 
Department of Education and accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools.  The East Harlem School is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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SAVE THE DATE! 
2016 Spring Poetry Slam
Thursday, May 5, 2016

B.B. King Blues Club & Grill
For ticket information, please contact the Development Office 

212.876.8775 x305 | development@eastharlemschool.org

Please visit www.eastharlemschool.org/slam

The East Harlem School admits students of any race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, 
national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the School. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
disability, age, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin in administration 
of its educational polices, employment or hiring practices, financial aid or scholarship 
programs, athletic or other school-administered programs.

mailto:development%40eastharlemschool.org?subject=newsletter%20inquiry
https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/EastHarlemSchool/OnlineRegistration2.html
mailto:development%40eastharlemschool.org?subject=winter%20newsletter%20%2714%20inquiry
http://www.eastharlemschool.org/slam2015
mailto:development%40eastharlemschool.org?subject=newsletter%20inquiry


2015 EVENTS 

2015 FALL BENEFIT

On October 7th, 2015, The East Harlem School honored 
the van Wyck Family – Mary Lynn, Bronson, Bronson, 
and Mimi, with the Exodus House Award at the annual 
Fall Benefit. In nearly a decade of involvement, Bronson, 
a trustee of the School, has worked one on one with 
8th graders to prepare them for high school, provided 
strategic oversight for our events, and annually shaped a 
night of beauty, reverie, and universal communality. EHS 
was honored to pay tribute to him and his extraordinary 
family for the important work they have done and impact 
they have had on our School. On this evening, we also 
honored the Brooks Family and the Andrew K. Dwyer 
Foundation with the Warrior Award, which celebrates 
loyal compassion and dedication to those in need.  

The 2015 event was a huge success, not only in its vibrant 
programming, but also in the massive support it generated 
for the School! Together, we raised over $1.67 million – 
a new record! The event featured a silent auction and 
a spirited live auction, which Lydia Fenet of Christie’s 
conducted with the utmost grace and charm. We are so 
grateful to all who contributed their fundraising efforts 
and helped to make the evening such a runaway success!

As in years past, the 2015 Benefit was emceed by our 
very own 8th graders and featured student performances 
throughout the evening. From recitation of original 
poetry to a lively performance of “Like a Prayer” alongside 
singer-songwriter KimberlyNichole, our students gave 
the audience a glimpse into their talents and stories. The 
Jimmy Vali Band maintained the ambiance throughout 
the evening with a mix of upbeat performances and 
smooth background music. And the event could not have 
happened without the magic and wizardry of Van Wyck 
& Van Wyck, which donated the venue décor and worked 
closely with EHS on all aspects of the event. 

We are grateful to all of our friends and supporters who 
celebrated with us, and we hope to see you again next 
fall!

Photos (Top to bottom): Dean of Faculty and Staff Anne Ross and Head of 
School Ivan Hageman present the van Wycks with the Exodus House Award; 
The Andrew K. Dwyer Foundation and the Brooks Family accept the Warrior 
Award; Students at the silent auction tables; EHS Choir, KimberlyNichole, and 
the Jimmy Vali Band performing “Like a Prayer”; Bronson van Wyck accepting 
the Exodus House Award
(Photo Credit: Michael Priest Photography)
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Opposite Page (Top to bottom): 8th graders Abraham and Keyani with 
Columbia University’s NSBE; 6th graders doing internet research for 
a humanities project; 8th grader Esmeralda reading with 4th grader 
Sherylyn; 8th grader Leah tutoring 4th grader Valeria

ENGINEERING

The East Harlem School has dedicated itself to 
strengthening our technology offerings and 
equipment! This January, the School partnered 
with Columbia University’s National Society of 
Black Engineers (NSBE) and Society of Hispanic 
Professional Engineers (SHPE), two groups that 
visited the School in the fall as Whole School 
Time Speakers. Together we have launched 
an intensive 8 week course on coding for our 
7th and 8th graders. This ambitious program 
will teach our students foundational skills in 
computer coding and programming and expose 
them to relevant software. We are thrilled to 
expand our technology program in this powerful 
way!

This partnership comes at the heels of a recent 
influx of new, top-of-the-line equipment, into 
our classrooms. Thanks to the generous support 
of an anonymous donor, The East Harlem School 
has outfitted classrooms with new iPads, laptops, 
and projectors for students use. 

HUMANITIES

Humanities teachers at The East Harlem School 
have committed to incorporating current events 
more regularly into their lessons and discussions. 
This year, to deepen their understanding of 
political, social, and economic components 
related to immigration issues frequently 
appearing in the news, our 8th grade Humanities 
teacher developed an in-depth unit on Mexican 
American Border studies. Students read stories 
and articles from a variety of news sources and 
gained valuable insight and understanding into a 
multitude of related current events including the 
upcoming election, and in many cases, their own 
familial backgrounds. Our 8th grade students also 
completed a cross-disciplinary study of Haitian and 
Dominican Republic relations in their Humanities 
and Spanish classes. 
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This Page (Top to bottom): 6th graders in yoga class; 7th grader Remy 
reading with 4th grader Elijah; 8th grader Luis with 6th graders Jeffrey 
and Erik during chess club; 8th graders in front of the set of Hamilton 
on Broadway

NAMASTE YOGA

Michael and Julie Wald of Namaste New York 
continue their partnership with EHS by offering a 
free yoga series to students, parents, and faculty. 
Now it its sixth year, this program builds balance, 
flexibility, strength, and relaxation. 

CLUBS

EHS students continue their participation in a 
variety of clubs introducing them to numerous 
subjects across disciplines. This winter, continued 
club offerings include art, guitar, yoga, newspaper, 
and chess. A small group of 7th and 8th grade girls 
also took the initiative to start a new acapella club, 
which they run and monitor themselves.  Students 
meet weekly for an hour to practice and plan their 
activities. In addition to the specific skill being 
practiced, students also learn lessons in 
self-discipline, leadership, and teamwork. 

HAMILTON

Thanks to our generous donors, Erik and Ruah 
Seidel and Marianne Dolan, The East Harlem 
School was able to send two groups of students 
to see Hamilton on Broadway! Our students were 
thrilled to see one of New York’s hottest shows 
on Broadway, and their humanities teachers 
were excited about the play’s relevance to their 
history curricula. The 7th and 8th graders will not 
soon forget this once in a life time experience. 
Keyani, an 8th grader, said her favorite song was 
“Say No to This,” because she appreciated the 
lesson it offered about doing the right thing, 
even when it’s tough. Madyson, a 7th grader, 
liked the reflective song, “Eye of the Hurricane,” 
that Hamilton sings as he prepares for his duel 
with Aaron Burr. Per the 7th and 8th graders’ 
suggestions, the 6th grade began to listen to the 
soundtrack in their humanities class. King George’s 
song, “You’ll Be Back,” proved to be useful to 
the loyalist team as they prepared for their 
Revolutionary War debate! 
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

THE MOUNTAIN INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGINIA: 

Thanks to the generosity of the Virginia Lopez Foundation, The East Harlem School sent thirty-three 8th graders 
to The Mountain Institute in Circleville, West Virginia for a week-long backpacking and camping trip to the 
beautiful backcountry of Monongahela National Forest. As always, the trip provided a fantastic opportunity 
for the rising 8th graders to develop their leadership skills, test their physical limits, and experience a new 
and beautiful part of the country. At The Mountain Institute, students learned how to cook, start a fire, and  
strategically pack their belongings in a knapsack for the week-long expedition. Students had opportunities for 
self-reflection during rigorous hikes and creative writing exercises in the evening. Each student also had the 
opportunity to cultivate leadership skills through team-building activities, including guiding the group through 
the woods to different locations. The trip was truly an invaluable experience that our students will never forget. 
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Photos (Left to Right): Students after a succesful and challenging hike; students resting after their hike to a waterfall; 
8th grader Viviana crossing a small river; Students with backpacks learning about the trail for the day
Opposite Page (Top to bottom): 6th graders canoeing; Alumnus Ruben Perez hiking during his outward bound trip in Colorado
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WILDERNESS INQUIRY CANOEMOBILE 
On October 27th our 6th graders traveled to the 
Roberto Clemente State Park in the Bronx to 
participate in a full day of canoeing in the East River! 
Students had great fun paddling large Voyageur 
canoes and experiencing firsthand the ecology, 
science, history, and geography of the Harlem River. 
Wilderness Inquiry, a non-profit adventure company, 
supplemented on-water experience with land-based 
activities and leadership training. Our students 
returned invigorated, inspired, and dry!

OUTWARD BOUND 
With support from our Trustee Debra Beard and the 
John A. Hartford Foundation, four of our alumni had 
the opportunity to participate in challenging Outward 
Bound trips before starting and/or returning to high 
school in the fall. On their own separate programs, 
Leslie, Claudette, Ruben, and Perla traversed plains, 
hiked peaks, canoed rivers, and camped for weeks in 
North Carolina and Colorado. They learned 
self-sufficiency, leadership, and survival skills, and they 
were awed by nature and its beauty.

DIRECTIONS
1. Put oil in a large, deep skillet over medium heat. When it’s hot, add onion and garlic and cook, 
stirring occasionally, until it softens, 3 to 5 minutes. 
2. Add rice and cook, stirring occasionally, until it is glossy and coated with oil, about 5 minutes.  
Add the wine. Stir and let rice absorb the liquid.
3.  Begin to add the hot stock, about ½ cup at a time, stirring after each addition and every minute or so. 
When the stock is just about evaporated, add more. Stir frequently.
4.  When rice is tender and mixture is creamy, stir in vegetables of your choice. Continue to cook, 
adding more broth if necessary.
5.  Add grated parmesan and vegetables, season with salt and pepper.  Garnish with fresh parsley or basil.
Serves 4

FROM THE EHS KITCHEN

½ cup grated Parmesan, optional
1/4 cup chopped fresh basil or parsley
1 bunch asparagus chopped, blanched or steamed
1 cup spring peas 
1 red bell pepper diced
1 pint diced mushrooms, sauteed
About 4 cups vegetable stock, simmered

Chef Jonah’s Brown Rice Risotto with Spring Vegetables

INGREDIENTS

Salt and pepper
1 cup short grain brown rice
3 tablespoons Extra Virgin Olive Oil
1 medium yellow onion diced
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup dry white wine (or add 1 additional 
cup of stock)



PANEL DISCUSSION ON RACE RELATIONS IN 
SCHOOLS

In an effort to increase The East Harlem School’s 
prominence in the educational landscape and to better 
share our experience and core values, EHS hosted its first 
educational panel discussion on March 1, 2016. The focus of 
the panel was, “White Teacher, Brown Student: Working at 
the Intersection of Race and Class.” Panelists included Head 
of School Ivan Hageman, Dean of Faculty and Staff Anne 
Ross, Ruth Shillingford (EHS Trustee and alumni parent), 
Mirely Romero (parent), and three wonderful alumni, 
Donaldo, Latoya, and Perla. Moderated by Ingrid Wong, 
an educator and friend of the School, the panel discussed 
head-on challenging race related topics. The evening was 
attended by educational practitioners from around the 
country, parents, graduate students, and various supporters 
of EHS. The evening concluded with an engaging Q&A 
session with the audience, and we look forward to hosting 
additional panels in the near future! 

WHOLE SCHOOL TIME SPEAKER SERIES 

This fall and winter, EHS continued the weekly Whole 
School Time Speaker Series with a group of dynamic 
presenters who spoke on a variety of topics.

• Mariana Antinori – Retail Business Owner

• Randy Archibold – New York Times Deputy Sports Editor 
 
• Rev. Dr. Mark Bozzuti-Jones – Priest for Pastoral Care,   
 Trinity Church 
             
• Amy Chase Gulden – National Program Director, Visual   
 Thinking Strategies

• Ilomai Kurrik – Principal Attorney, Sigular Guff

• Mike Massimino, Columbia University Professor and   
 Astronaut

• NSBE and SHPE Panel - Columbia University National   
 Society of Black Engineers and Society of Hispanic   
 Professional Engineers

• Jeff Nunokawa – Princeton University Professor

• Daniel Serafini-Sauli – Actor and Director
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WRESTLING

In its second year, The East Harlem School’s wrestling program 
continues to thrive! This year, our students focus on 
technical skill, mental discipline, and strength. This fall, 7th 
and 8th grade boys and girls trained over the course of 10 
sessions alongside their interscholastic soccer seasons. In 
the late fall and winter, students receive intensive training 
four times per week with Coach Joe Favia, an accomplished 
coach with the Stevens Institute of Technology. In the coming 
months, students will compete in a number of tournaments 
hosted by Beat the Streets, when they will have the chance 
to showcase their talent, enthusiasm, and training outside 
of EHS walls. In the spring, students will decrease the fre-
quency of training to 10 sessions in order to create time for 
the lacrosse season. We are very pleased to incorporate this 
year long wrestling program into our already robust athletic 
curriculum!

BOYS’ SOCCER TEAM 

The East Harlem Boys’ Soccer season was a success! The team, 
comprised of 10 boys each from the 7th and 8th grades, 
showcased their skill and fierce competitiveness early in 
the season with two resounding wins against the Clinton 
School and Friend’s Seminary. They finished the season with 
a 3-5 record, after losing three highly contested matches to 
Uptown Soccer League opponents. The boys demonstrated 
outstanding commitment to team defense, and they worked 
diligently in practice on communication and positioning. 
They also matured athletically through their commitment to 
training and intense work ethic. With the experience from 
this season and the growth of the 7th grade, there will be 
much optimism for 2016 as EHS looks to contend for the 
Uptown Soccer League Championship once again.

GIRLS’ SOCCER TEAM 

The 2015 Girls Soccer team had another successful season 
this fall! During practices on Ward’s Island, the 7th and 
8th grade girls worked to improve their control of the 
ball, positioning on the field, and communication between 
players. Scrimmages prepared the team for weekly games and 
allowed offensive and defensive players to strategize in small 
groups. Our team strived to be more aggressive and never 
back away from an opponent with the ball. Throughout the 
season, teammates challenged and supported one another 
on and off the field, demonstrating their leadership skills and 
sportsmanship. After the end of official season, we enjoyed a 
very competitive World Cup series with the boys’ team! The 
girls’ team looks forward to further developing their soccer 
skills next fall. 

EHS ATHLETICS

Opposite Page:  8th graders Keyani and Abraham 
with speaker Mike Massimino; 7th grader Brittany 
and 6th grader Ryana with speaker 
Rev. Bozzuti-Jones; Alumni and parents speaking 
during the panel discussion; 6th grader Abigail 
sketching for an art assignment during a fieldtrip 
to the MET 

This page: 7th and 8th graders during wrestling 
and soccer



APPLYING TO HIGH SCHOOL

The winter is a busy time for our 8th graders as they navigate the high school application 
process. Of our 33 8th graders, 27 have applied to Parochial schools, 8 to private boarding 
schools in the region, and all have applied to a variety of NYC public high schools. Most 
schools require students to submit an essay to reflect not only their writing skills, but also 
their thoughtfulness, interests, and challenges. Many schools also require interviews and 
school visits to become better acquainted with students. Below are a few excerpts from our 
students:

“When I started at The East Harlem School, I was initially very nervous. It still took me a 
while to learn to speak up because I was so used to being quiet in class. I was surprised 
how much my teachers pushed me to talk and three years later, I am so grateful that 
they did. In seventh grade, I was one of six kids chosen to go to Washington D.C. for a 
leadership trip. We met with important people including the Under-Secretary of State and 
our Harlem Congressman, Charles Rangel. The trip showed me a new part of the country 
and what is possible for me if I keep working hard and listening to my teachers. After that 
trip, I felt like I was a role model for other girls in my school, and I felt that I could show 
them that if you speak confidently and say what you think and believe, doors will open for 
you. I felt like I was finally turning into the kind of person I want to become—the kind of 
person who strives for greatness and who isn’t quiet, but who participates in class and in 
life and who is a good role model for younger girls.” - Aliay

“If you looked at a picture of my family, it is clear that I am the youngest. The photo 
shows the 10-year gap in age between my siblings and me – they were both born before 
me, when my parents lived in Mexico. I am the only member of my family born in the 
United States. You might assume that as the youngest, I have the fewest responsibilities. 
But the photo does not show all of the ways I support my parents and my siblings every 
day, and all of the responsibilities that I have. In my family, I am a translator. My parents, 
immigrants from Mexico, need my help to translate the English language, but they often 
also need my help to translate American culture and customs. I know that they sometimes 
must feel stuck in this country where they cannot communicate. I try my best to always 
help them understand information and sometimes give them advice.” – Abraham

“Our 8th grade trip to West Virginia has changed my life by making me happier and more 
confident. It also gave me great appreciation for the beauty in the world. In New York, I 
now stop to look at the beautiful flowers that grow between the cracks of the sidewalk. 
To others they might just be flowers, but after the trip, I see nature as a way to feel happy, 
and I see nature as a sign that the future will be bright. The trip made me feel committed 
to keeping our earth safe and beautiful. I have gained appreciation for the world around 
me that I will never lose. For that, as well as all my new friendships, I will always be 
grateful for the chance to spend a week in West Virginia.” - Shania     
                   

HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT
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EHS SPOTLIGHT ON...

FACULTY: GIANLUCA GIARRIZZO

Gianluca Giarrizzo teaches Visual Arts and 4th and 6th grade 
Physical Conditioning at The East Harlem School. Gianluca 
joined EHS in 2013, following his graduation from Lewis and 
Clark College, where he majored in Studio Art with a focus 
in Sculpture. EHS launched its Visual Arts program that same 
year, and Gianluca played an integral role in developing and 
delivering the comprehensive curriculum. Now it its third full 
year, Gianluca has helped build a Visual Arts program that 
is a key component of the School’s broader Arts curriculum. 
Gianluca continues to pursue art in his personal time as well: 
He has experience working in a bronze foundry in Cody, 
Wyoming, has completed residencies at the Whitney Gallery 
in the Buffalo Historical center, and fulfills independent 
residencies each summer in Oregon. Gianluca has found 
another passion in teaching, which he believes brings his 
involvement in the art world full circle. In his free time, 
Gianluca enjoys visiting museums and playing sports. He 
currently plays in a Brooklyn soccer league with our Science 
Teacher Kevin Rohn!

FACULTY: JESSICA PANZARELLA

Jessica Panzarella is the 8th Grade Humanities Teacher 
and Girls’ Soccer Coach at The East Harlem School. Before 
joining EHS in 2011, she taught for two years in Connecticut. 
Ms. Panzarella earned a B.S. in Secondary Education from 
New York University’s Steinhardt School of Education and 
Culture. More recently, in spring 2015, she earned her 
M.A. in Philosophy and Education from Columbia Teachers 
College. Ms. Panzarella was inspired by many great teachers 
and recognized at a young age a passion for literature 
and history.  She loves to take part in experiences that 
EHS creates for its students and faculty, and in addition to 
teaching and coaching, you may find her leading a group 
of 8th graders through the wilderness of West Virginia, 
chaperoning students on boarding school visits, or traveling 
with students on our annual trip to Washington, D.C. to meet 
some of our nation’s most notable politicians. Ms. Panzarella 
also enjoys curriculum development and teacher mentoring. 
This past summer she worked closely with school leadership 
to develop the Summer Semester curriculum and manage the 
stellar group of summer interns and teachers that delivered 
the program. At EHS, Jessica loves the independence and 
creativity she is granted as an educator, which give her the 
ability to cater to student interests, passions, and current 
events. In her free time, Jessica loves to travel, exercise, cook, 
and spend time with her husband at their home in Queens.
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Small school. BIG impact.
Please make your tax-deductible gift to The East 
Harlem School today, and make a BIG 
impact on a child’s life forever.  Please contact 
the development office with any questions at 
212.876.8775 x305 or visit 
www.eastharlemschool.org/donate

The East Harlem School at Exodus House is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  New and 
continued support from our donors allows us 
to provide an innovative and comprehensive 
education to middle school students from low-
income families in Harlem. With your assistance, 
we can continue to provide an exceptional 
learning community to our ever-growing 
student body, to offer academic counseling to 
our alumni, and to forge ahead with the School’s 
growth and expansion.  Thank you for your 
consideration.

We have worked to ensure the 
accuracy of this newsletter and apolo-
gize for any errors or 
omissions.  If there has been 
an inadvertent error or omission, 
please accept our sincere 
apologies and notify:

Sheila Nelson
Director of Development
development@eastharlemschool.org
_________________________

Design Concept
Jessica Giles
www.jessicagiles.com

Building Photography
Kevin Chu + Jessica Paul
Tel   +1 646.483.1155
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