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..It wasn’t the people with sociable genes who fled the crowded Old World for 
the new continent; it was the people who didn’t get along well with others.                                                                                                                                          
                             Freedom Freedom,, Jonathan Franzen

...Every day at recess,                                                                                                                                          
I was a punching bag...                                                                                                    
And this year I am safe.                                                                                                                                            

 Deep in My HeartDeep in My Heart, , Ronaldo, Grade 5, The East Harlem School                                                  

Situationism rightly directs us to focus on institutions, 
on creating circumstances that are conducive to virtue.                                                                                                                                          
                           Experiments in EthicsExperiments in Ethics, Kwame Anthony Appiah

There is a bullying epidemic in our nation, but not in the way most of us think.  While 
certainly children, especially adolescents, are systematically cruel to other children in most 
schools, bullying is not the disease or epidemic. 

Bullying is a symptom of larger system failure.  In 1963, the publication of the famous 
Milgram experiment at Yale revealed that twisted circumstance can lead good people to 
strange acts of cruelty.  If adolescents, especially, are put into circumstances that diminish a 
sense of individual and community value and agency, bullying will appear.  No doubt bullying 
is endemic to schools for the wealthy and poor, alike, and efforts must be made to help the 
bully and victim undo this damaging relationship.  But blaming the bully takes the rest of us 
off the hook.  

While in many ways Americans are deeply compassionate, we are also a society based on 
bullying.  We bullied Native Americans out of Manhattan, bullied people to pull cotton, 
bullied immigrants, bullied our way into Hawaii, and bullied people out of voting booths. 
And now, again, people are being bullied out of voting booths, bullied out of their homes, 
and bullied out of jobs, and bullied back across the Rio Grande. Yet, our bullying and 
obstinate nature has also made possible technological leaps, civil rights, women’s rights, 
and victories over fascism.  Indeed, the world might benefit by us bullying our way back to 
benevolent international leadership.

But American society also bullies its youth. Rich and poor children are measured, and love 
is meted and doled according to performance on SAT’s, ELA’s, and ERB’s. Seldom are youth 
evaluated, measured, and awarded for acts of awareness, compassion, courage, justice, 
endurance, or temperance – much less true learning.  Creativity is seldom celebrated.  Play, 
movement, and stillness are neglected. Children are fed the bullied poultry, swine, and 
cattle of corporate agriculture. Like the animals they eat, the children, too, are warehoused 
in schools with little green space or light – and there they, too, fatten.  Children are bullied 
by busy classroom walls and the din of hallways and lunchrooms. They are bullied by soviet 
slogans and attenuated texts. Dehumanized, they then turn on one another.  No creative 
destruction, just destruction.

Ronaldo, Grade 5, is safe – now he is here on 103rd Street – and he watches over departing 
students with me at the end of most days. Ronaldo and his friends know we value physical 
and moral fitness as much as academic excellence.  Our families and you, dear friend, know 
we measure the development of these attributes by the individual child, not an aggregate 
number. In a sun-filled building and halcyon yard, our children learn and play.  We allow 
no bullying by the State, an institution, or an individual.  We bend to human and heavenly 
virtues, not principalities and bureaucracies.

You support the school that has solved the bullying problem.  Bully for us!

Yours in truth,
Ivan
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THE EAST HARLEM SCHOOL AT EXODUS HOUSE

Small school. BIG impact.
Our mission:  The East Harlem School at Exodus House is an independent 
middle school that serves students in grades 4-8 from low-income 
families in Harlem who exhibit an earnest desire to rise to their academic 
potential. EHS targets children from underserved families and then helps 
them develop academic excellence, moral integrity, courtesy, and an 
unshakable commitment to their future and the fate of their community.  
EHS provides an intensive year-round academic program over an 
extended school day (8:00AM-5:00PM) and offers a comprehensive 
learning experience for students through a challenging combination of 
academic, extracurricular, summer, travel, and alumni programs.

Our history:  Exodus House has been an anchoring and iconic institution 
in Harlem since its founding in 1963 by Reverend Dr. Lynn and Mrs. Leola 
Hageman as a drug rehabilitation center. Due to a heightened concern 
for the welfare and well-being of the community’s many underserved, 
at-risk children, Exodus House was converted in 1984 to an after-school 
and summer program facility.  Then, in the fall of 1993, inspired by the 
steadfast commitment of the Hagemans to the East Harlem community, 
the couple’s sons, Hans and Ivan, opened an independent year-round 
middle school on the original Exodus House site to better address the critical 
needs of these children and their families.  Today, EHS is chartered by the 
New York State Department of Education and accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools.  The East Harlem School is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE! 
2012 Fall Benefit: Building Bridges

Honoring Diana D. Brooks
Tuesday, October 30, 2012

583 Park Avenue

The East Harlem School admits students of any race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, 
national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the School. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
disability, age, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin in administration 
of its educational polices, employment or hiring practices, financial aid or scholarship 
programs, athletic or other school-administered programs.

FACULTY AND STAFF

Ivan M. Hageman
Co-founder, Head of School

Donald Albert
Superintendent

Kathleen Alexander
High School Placement Coordinator 
and Alumni Counselor, Math Teacher

Peter Bianco
Physical Education Coordinator

Nora Beitz
4th Grade Teacher

Thea Burstin
Humanities Teacher

Jonah Chasin
Executive Chef

Caroline Chin
Director of Finance & Operations

Abby Collier
Humanities Teacher

Katherine Crotty
Humanities Teacher

Eva Cux
Program Assistant

Jennifer Feierman
Development Associate

Lauren Frasco
High School Placement Coordinator, 
Math Teacher

Zach Friedman
Science Teacher

Maria Giarrizzo
Drama Teacher

Courtney Knowlton
Program Director, Humanities Teacher

Jessica McLean
Program Associate, 
Humanities Teacher

Rosa Perez
Kitchen Assistant

Chastidy Roman
Spanish Teacher

Anne Ross
Dean of Faculty & Staff, Math Teacher

Jake Taylor
Math Teacher

Ryan Withall
Science Teacher

For ticket info, please contact the Development Office 

1-212-876-8775 x304 | fvelasquez@eastharlemschool.org



2012 POETRY SLAM 

Photos (Top to Bottom): B.B. King Blues Club & Grill stage; Panel of judges; Dean 
of Faculty and Staff, Anne Ross, awarding 8th Grader Melissa with first place prize; 
Students warming up before Slam; Board members, Dede Brooks and Peter Gluck, 
Judge Will Gluck, Host Jordin Ruderman, and Head of School, Ivan Hageman; 8th 
Grader Melissa performing her poem
Photo Credit: Lindsay Aikman/Michael Priest Photography

EHS BY THE NUMBERS
Annual cost of educating an 

EHS student: 
$17,015

Percentage of EHS families 
that pay reduced tuition: 

100%
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On May 10, thirty-two students captivated an audience of 
more than 350 guests at B.B. King Blues Club & Grill in Times 
Square for the 2012 Spring Poetry Slam. Framed by original 
poetry flags designed by each student, the poets embodied 
the values of compassion and awareness that EHS instills in 
each of our students. This powerful and poignant group of 
poets spoke of art, immigration, the enchantment of New 
York City, the brave sacrifice of family, and the heartache of 
broken relationships. This year’s Slam featured a lively and 
diverse panel of special guest and celebrity judges, including:

• Will Gluck: Director and Producer of Easy A and Friends with Benefits  
• Aimee Mullins: Paralympic winning athlete, actress and model 
• Michael Olajide, Jr.: Cofounder of AEROSPACE, fitness expert 
• Avis Richards: Founder and CEO of Birds Nest Productions 
• Rives: Multimedia artist and acclaimed performance poet
• Mayra Cajamarca: EHS alumna ‘10, student at The Beacon School
• Marcus Samuelsson: Renowned chef, Owner of Red Rooster Harlem

The evening was once again hosted by actress Jordin 
Ruderman and deejayed by Kevin “Sugar” Shand. The 2012 
Poetry Slam was a smashing success.

To read the winning poems from the 2012 Poetry Slam, and to view 
original poetry Flags available for purchase, please visit: 

http://www.eastharlemschool.org/events/PoetrySlamSponsorship.aspx



GRADUATION

On Saturday, June 9, families, teachers, trustees, 
and friends gathered to celebrate the East Harlem 
School Class of 2012. Despite the overcast weather, 
thirty graduating 8th graders brought light and joy 
into the EHS backyard as they processed in amid 
cheers from their friends, families, teachers, and 
peers.  International fitness expert, former #1 ranked 
middleweight boxer, and cofounder of AEROSPACE, 
Michael Olajide Jr. engaged the graduating class with 
a thought-provoking commencement speech. Awards 
were given for outstanding academic achievement 
and community involvement, including the Lynn and 
Leola Hageman Warrior Award, the school’s highest 
honor, awarded this year to 8th Grader Raquel. We 
are so proud of the class of 2012 and all that they have 
accomplished during their time at EHS!
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EHS BY THE NUMBERS
Number of 2012 EHS graduates: 

30

Amount of scholarship aid awarded to students 
attending boarding and parochial

high schools for the 2012-13 school year:
Over $1,197,000

“EHS has forever changed my life with its caring community 
and the plethora of opportunities it has given me.” 

– Claudette, EHS Class of 2012

Photos (Top to Bottom): Class of 2012; 8th Grader Raquel leading meditation;  
EHS Choir performing during program; Graduation speaker, Michael Olajide 
Jr; 8th Grader Tiannie receiving her diploma from Head of School, Ivan 
Hageman; 8th grade graduation procession

Photo Credit: Michael Priest Photography



2012 was a highly competitive year for boarding, private, 
parochial, and specialized high schools. Our 8th grade class 
had very strong placement results, and we are confident 
that they will continue to shine in high school!

Arlene Alvarado – Indian Mountain School
Arelis Arellano – The Young Women’s Leadership School
Destinee Baughan – Cathedral High School 
T’nea Boyd – The Beacon School
Jedah Brown – Cathedral High School 
Christian Cajamarca – All Hallows High School
Tatyana Davis – Essex Street Academy
Jeffrey Figuereo – The Putney School
Gisselle Flores – The Young Women’s Leadership School
Demetris Harris – Essex Street Academy
Tiannie Hightower – Essex Street Academy
Brandon Hinojosa – Cardinal Hayes High School
Graciela Lazaro – Cathedral High School
Jason Minchala – Cristo Rey New York High School
Hector Ortiz – Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School
Melissa Patino – St. Jean Baptiste High School
Raquel Quito – New Explorations into Science, Technology and Math
Alexis Ramirez – High School for Dual Language and Asian Studies
Claudette Ramos – Groton School
Luis Reyes – Essex Street Academy
Isaiah Roberts – Essex Street Academy
Stacey Rodriguez – Dana Hall School
Joseph Rosa – La Salle Academy
Amber Salgado – Cathedral High School
Genesis Sanchez – Cristo Rey New York High School
Alexis Small – Essex Street Academy
Victoria Steinberg – Kent School
TonÁ Vaughn – Essex Street Academy
Jaleel Wilson – Repertory Company High School for Theatre Arts
William Zavaleta – Holy Cross High School

We are proud to report that 14 students from the EHS 
Class of 2012 were awarded significant scholarship aid 
from private boarding and parochial schools, Boys Hope 
Girls Hope, and Student Sponsor Partners (SSP) for the 
2012-13 school year.
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2012 HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT

Photos (Top to Bottom): 8th Graders TonÁ, Isaiah, and Arelis at the 2011 Benefit;  
8th grade members of the girls’ lacrosse team; 8th Grader Stacey giving the 
student commencement speech at graduation; 8th Graders Raquel, Claudette, 
and Victoria in a scene from “West Side Story;” 8th graders practicing interview 
skills for high school admissions; 8th graders hiking on the 2011 summer trip to 
West Virginia



  

EHS ATHLETICS

BOYS’ LACROSSE TEAM
The boys’ lacrosse team, sponsored by the Andrew K. 
Dwyer Foundation, had a very successful season, thanks 
largely to the clinic hosted by The Hotchkiss School.  The 
Hotchkiss lacrosse team prepared a full day of lacrosse drills 
and skills.  Our athletes also had the experience of watching 
a high school game - which Hotchkiss won!  We thank 
Hotchkiss for hosting this wonderful event, and we look 
forward to our next visit. 

GIRLS’ LACROSSE TEAM
The girls’ lacrosse team,  sponsored by the Andrew K. Dwyer 
Foundation, had an exciting spring season. The team won 
all five of their games! A core group of talented returning 
players helped the new players improve their skills and 
understanding of the game quickly. During practice, all the 
players worked hard to acquire new skills and improve their 
strength and fitness.  

TRACK 
During this year’s track season, an unprecedented 
five EHS athletes qualified for the Gotham Games 
championships.  On the day of the Games themselves, 
each athlete excelled. In the last race of the day, Luis 
took to the track for the 200 meter. He annihilated the 
competition earning the gold medal in a time of 25.8 
seconds!  We look forward to next year when a new 
crew of runners and sprinters get to take their shot at 
the Gotham Games.
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This Page (Counterclockwise from Top Left): 2012 boys’ lacrosse team during 
game; 2012 girls’ lacrosse team; Girls’ lacrosse team players after a win; Boys’ 
track team after the Gotham Games; Boys’ lacrosse team during game
Opposite Page (Top to Bottom): Alumni visitors; 2012 Alumni Panel; EHS 
Alumni Blair (EHS ‘03, Clark University ‘11) and Barry (EHS ‘04, Bowdoin 
College ‘12)
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ALUMNI ACTIVITIES
On June 6, five EHS alumni returned to the School to 
participate in our annual Alumni Panel.  The students 
spoke openly about their experiences in high school and 
college and gave advice to EHS’s current students and 
families.  On June 12, EHS alumni joined the faculty and 
staff for our annual Alumni Party.  Everyone enjoyed an 
evening of great conversation, a delicious meal prepared 
by Chef Jonah, and a few rounds of knock-out in the gym! 

EHS ALUMNI

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: ADDIS FOUCHƒ-CHANNER 
We are delighted to share an update from Addis FouchÁ-Channer (EHS ’09, 
Westover School ’13).  Addis is going into her senior year at Westover School this 
coming September and has certainly taken advantage of her time there!  Last 
year, Addis was on Westover School’s High Honor Roll while being involved in 
many activities on campus.  She is currently the head of the African American / 
Latino Student Alliance and the Chapel Committee.  She is also an Admissions 
Tour Guide and Hostess, a member of the Glee Club and Gospel Choir, and the 
new Editor-in-Chief of the student newspaper.  After a stellar cross country 
season, Addis was named an All-CISAC runner, an All-New England runner, and 
the Captain of Westover’s Varsity Cross Country Team.  This past year, Addis 
combined her passion for running with community service when she organized 
the Hospital Run, a 5K on Westover’s campus whose proceeds went entirely to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.   We look forward to seeing what Addis 
accomplishes during her senior year, and we wish her luck during her college 
search!

BROOKS FELLOWS
The Brooks Fellowship for Community Service, sponsored 
by Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brooks, provides stipends for East 
Harlem School alumni to work in summer internships at 
non-profit and community-based organizations. These 
internships are supplemented with weekly SAT preparation 
sessions, weekly check-in meetings at EHS, site visits, 
self-evaluations, and evaluations by site supervisors.

We would like to thank our partner sites: Booker T. Washington 
Learning Center, Boys’ Club of New York, Carter Burden Center 
for the Aging, Family Justice Center, Food Bank for New York 
City, Mother Hale Learning Center, and Sarah Burke House.

The following alumni were selected to participate in the 2012 Brooks Fellowship program:

EHS ‘08: Rajab Curtis, Kelly Ramos
EHS ‘09: Mayra Cajamarca, Giovanny Jimenez, Daniel Lucero, Rene Montero
EHS ‘10: Tyler Kanhai, Karen Lee, Marlowe Mendez
EHS ‘11: Che Maria Baez, Janice Frazier, Alexander Gonzalez, Ruben Perez, Sulaiman Tyler, Alexis Vargas
EHS ‘12: Claudette Ramos, Alexis Small, TonÁ Vaughn, Jaleel Wilson



EHS & THE COMMUNITY

MUSICA DE CAMARA
EHS students had the privilege of attending two concerts held by 
the Musica de Camara society, a Latino musical association based 
in East Harlem. At these concerts, the students were introduced 
to pieces by Bach, Mozart, Pachelbel, Massanet, and several 
Latino composers.

NAMASTE YOGA
Michael and Julie Wald of Namaste New York continued their 
partnership with EHS by offering a free yoga series to students, 
parents, and faculty. Now in its third year, this ten-week program 
builds centering, flexibility, relaxation, and strength.

CORNELL KIDS
Cornell Kids offers EHS students the opportunity to visit the 
Weill Cornell Medical School in Manhattan once a month to 
study biology with medical students.  The program provides 
access to real-life models of organs, and the 6th graders 
especially liked taking apart the human heart and putting it 
back together again! These aspiring doctors will be trusted 
advisors for some of our students who also hope to pursue a 
medical career.  

NEIGHBORHOOD EXPLORERS
Our work with the Museum of the City of New York continued 
this spring as a new group of 6th, 7th, and 8th graders became 
Neighborhood Explorers!  This semester, we chose to focus on 
the deficit of recycling initiatives in East Harlem.  At the end 
of the semester, participating students created planters out of 
recycled materials.  We are grateful to MCNY and Liz Hamby for 
her hard work and dedication to our students! 

OPERATION WARM: 
This is the second year that Operation Warm generously 
donated new winter coats to our students and families.  This 
organization believes that “every child wearing a new winter 
coat will be able to regularly attend school and enjoy active 
outdoor play, even on cold winter days.”  Our students had 
a great time picking out their new coats and were able to 
successfully brave the cold this past winter.  We are so grateful 
to Operation Warm for their generous donation to the East 
Harlem School community.
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FIELD TRIP TO THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
This spring, the 4th and 5th grade both visited The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art to supplement their Humanities curriculums.  
The 4th grade class read From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler, a novel about two children who run away to 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art.  The art of Michelangelo 
Buonarroti was prominently featured in the novel, so the 
class spent time studying his famed works.  The 5th grade 
studied the art and culture of Ancient Rome and Ancient Greece.  
They visited the museum to see art and artifacts from those eras.

WHOLE SCHOOL TIME SPEAKER SERIES
This spring, EHS continued the weekly Whole School Time 
Speaker Series with a group of dynamic presenters who shared 
their professional and personal experiences.

Anson Beard, Investment banking and trading

Noemi Gasparini & Mun-Tzung Wong, Pianist and violinist

Peter Gluck, EHS Trustee, Founder, Principal at Peter Gluck and Partners Architects

Will Gluck, Writer, producer, director of Easy A, Friends with Benefits

John Kosner, Executive VP and GM of Digital and Print Media for ESPN

Kate and Andy Spade, Founders and namesake of designer brand, Kate Spade 

Chris Williams, Chairman and CEO of The Williams Capital Group
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This Page (Clockwise from bottom left): Performance by Musica de Camara musicians; Whole School Time Speaker, Peter Gluck; Founder 
of Musica de Camara, Eva de la O. with Head of School, Ivan Hageman; Whole School Time Speakers Kate and Andy Spade
Opposite Page (Top to Bottom): Neighborhood Explorers with recycled planters; Student yoga class; 7th Graders Zion, Obadiah, and 
Leonel with recycled planters; 6th graders participating in Cornell Kids



EHS & THE ARTS

SPRING DRAMA PERFORMANCES
The spring semester of drama wrapped up with a 
whirlwind of performances. The fourth graders wowed 
the crowd with a full-length musical titled “We Come 
From Everywhere” which focused on the theme 
of immigration, a topic they studied in their home 
classroom. 

Fifth grade took on the challenge of the classic 
crowd-pleaser, “Annie,” and their hard work paid off! 
The classic songs “Maybe,” “Hard-Knocked Life,” and 
“Tomorrow” came alive on the stage. 

The sixth graders told the moving story of Sadako, a 
little girl from Hiroshima, Japan, who died of leukemia. 
“A Thousand Cranes” explored the themes of courage, 
peace, family, and community. 

The seventh graders showcased their study of 
contemporary realism in a Spring Scene Showcase. Pairs 
of actors spent the semester honing their scenes during 
workshops and in-class critiques. 

Last, but certainly not least, the eighth grade 
remounted the original adaptation of West Side Story/ 
Romeo and Juliet: A Study of Stories first performed by 
the graduating class of 2008. Though they had big shoes 
to fill, the cast rose to the occasion and brought their 
own creative interpretations to the classic tales of star-
crossed lovers. 

This Page (Top to Bottom): 4th grade students performing “We Come 
From Everywhere;” 8th grade students performing a scene from “West 
Side Story;” 8th Graders Jaleel and Claudette as Tony and Maria; 5th grade 
students performing “Annie”
Opposite (Top to Bottom): Spring Choir Concert; Scenes from 7th grade 
showcase
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE 
SAYING ABOUT EHS:

“A month has passed and yet the emotional 
impact of the poetry slam still resonates.  What 
you have created in The East Harlem School is 
truly remarkable and unfortunately unique in 
education today.  I am honored and humbled

to be associated with your beautiful program.”
- Friend of EHS



SPRING MUSICAL PERFORMANCES
The East Harlem School Choir had another 
successful semester this past spring, as the students 
continued to develop their musical theory skills 
and understandings of dynamics. The choir’s hard 
work culminated with the Spring Concert in June. 
They performed “Seasons of Love” from the musical 
“Rent,” Ben E. King’s “Stand by Me,” “Shake it Out” 
by Florence and the Machine, and a new rendition of 
“Rolling in the Deep” by Adele.  The Spring Concert 
program also featured nine soloists, who wowed the 
audience with their courage, confidence, and, most 
importantly, their voices! 
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Chef Jonah’s Blondie Recipe

INGREDIENTS:
1/2 cup Butter, melted
1 cup lightly packed light brown sugar
1 egg beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/8 teaspoon baking soda
Pinch of salt
1 cup all purpose flour
1/3 cup Chocolate Chips

DIRECTIONS: 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Lightly butter and flour an 8”x 8” pan.
2. Whisk together the melted butter and sugar in a bowl.
3. Add the egg and vanilla and mix together.
4. Add flour, baking soda, baking powder, and salt. Combine all ingredients gently.
5. Add chocolate chips.
6. Pour ingredients into pan and spread evenly.
7. Bake for 20-25 minutes or until toothpick inserted comes out clean.

FROM THE EHS KITCHEN

Chef Jonah preparing blondies 
with a fifth grade math class



SUMMER AT EHS

SUMMER SESSION
The Summer Semester is a critical component of The 
East Harlem School’s year-round educational program.  
In order to provide even more skill-building and 
enrichment opportunities, East Harlem School students 
participated in a mandatory 5-week session in addition 
to the regular 10-month school year. Summer session 
classes were taught by professional teachers and high 
school and college interns. 

This summer, the Humanities curriculum was centered 
around a unified theme. This year, students studied 
modern world literature and the current political 
situations in the countries about which they read. 

EHS Summer Humanities Curriculum
5th grade:
The Breadwinner & Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis
Afghanistan under the Taliban; US involvement in Afghanistan
6th grade: 
La Linea by Ann Jaramillo
Mexican immigration
7th grade: 
The Other Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo 
Nigerian immigrants living in London
8th grade:
Say You’re One of Them by Uwem Akpan
Modern day Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Kenya
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2012 SUMMER STAFF
Courtney Knowlton 
Director of Summer Session

Katherine Crotty
EHS 6th Grade Humanities Teacher

Lauren Frasco 
EHS High School Placement Coordinator

Jessica McLean
EHS Program Associate 

Chastidy Roman 
EHS 7th and 8th Grade Spanish Teacher

Anne Robinson 
Faculty at St. Bernard’s School

Bea Thompkins 
EHS Trustee

2012 SUMMER INTERNS
Casey Adler Colgate University

Sophie Altchek Barnard College

Alex Brachfield Riverdale Country School

Amanda Cheung Vassar College

Safa Chowdhury Barnard College

Sasha Croak Riverdale Country School

Julian do Nascimineto Ricardo Amherst 

College

Marion Hill Northwestern University

Emmett Knowlton Amherst College

Mayumi Kohiyama Skidmore College

Benjamin Levenson Princeton University

Margaret Murray Columbia University

Georgina Norton New York University

Greisy Reyes Colorado College

Stephanie Sa Dartmouth College

Ethan Salant Riverdale Country School

Anuj Shah Williams College

Sandra Shepherd Amherst College

Allison Somerse Princeton University

Kayla Tanenbaum Columbia University

7th graders in Humanities Class

EHS thanks Jody Steinglass and 
Empire Edge for donating their 

test prep services to 
our 8th graders!
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In addition to daily work in Math, Humanities, Current Events, and Sports, students participated 
in a diverse array of elective courses. This year’s summer teaching corps brought a broad range 
of knowledge to the summer session, with interns teaching fifteen elective courses including Art, 
Chorus, Fiction Writing, Knitting, Latin, Neuroscience, Poetry, Psychology, and Spanish.

Students also attended weekly field trips to The Museum of the City of New York, the International Center 
for Photography, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Museum of Modern Art, and the Downtown 
Boathouse. All students participated in weekly community service projects at All Soul’s Friday Lunch Kitchen, 
Thomas Jefferson Park, and Marcus Garvey Park.

Students in Knitting Elective 5th and 6th grade students
playing Tug-of-War at Sports

Students in Geography Elective

6th Grader Saraly painting a bridge
during Art Elective

Students in Photography Elective 5th Grader Amanda and 6th Grader 
Hamelin kayaking at the 
Downtown Boathouse



EHS SPOTLIGHT

FACULTY: THEA BURSTIN
Thea Burstin just completed her second year teaching 8th grade 
humanities at EHS. Thea grew up in the Philadelphia area and 
graduated from the University of Virginia, where she studied 
English and History and played club lacrosse. After graduation, 
Thea went on to pursue teaching and spent three years teaching 
Middle School English at Springside School in Philadelphia. 
She joined the team at EHS after moving to New York City in 
2010. In addition to teaching, Thea coaches the girls’ lacrosse 
team. This summer, she began a Masters in Childhood General 
Education at Bank Street Graduate School of Education, and 
in September, she will move to teaching the 4th grade at EHS! 
Thea’s favorite part about working at EHS is watching her 
students grow and use the skills they have learned to lead class 
discussions on literature. Outside of EHS, she enjoys gardening, 
cooking, practicing ballet, and spending time with her family.
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“The most important reason why 
I send my son to EHS is to see him 
happy, wanting to get up in the 
mornings to get to school on time 
and to see him grow physically and 
emotionally thanks to The East 
Harlem School.”

- A current parent in a letter to 
EHS Program Director, 

Courtney Knowlton

“I love interning at The East 
Harlem School; it is great working 
with staff members who really care 
about the students and who are 
rooting for them to succeed.” 

- Greisy Reyes, second year 
Summer Intern

This Page (Counterclockwise from Top Left): Humanities teacher, Thea 
Burstin; 7th Grader Sofia with planters made of recycled shoes; 8th graders 
preparing to kayak on the Hudson River with the Downtown Boathouse



EHS ANNOUNCES NEW FUNDING SUPPORT:
The East Harlem School is proud to announce three new 
funding awards that we received this year. We are humbled 
and inspired by our incredible community of supporters, 
and we are pleased to announce our partnership with the 
following organizations.

Jean and Louis Dreyfus Foundation - In June, EHS received a 
$10,000 grant to support the daily operations of the school. 

Credit Suisse Americas Foundation - In July, EHS was 
awarded a $50,000 grant to support the school’s operations.
This generous contribution will allow EHS to continue to 
provide a superior education for our students. 

Credit Suisse Holiday Charity Initiatve - EHS was chosen 
by Credit Suisse as a non-profit partner in their 2011 
Holiday Charity Initiative. Through the initiative, Credit 
Suisse employees had the opportunity to make a personal 
donation to charity partners identified by Credit Suisse. 
These donations were then matched 1:1 by the Credit Suisse 
Americas Foundation. As a result of this holiday program, 
EHS received more than $4,500 in employee donations.
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NEW FUNDING SUPPORT AT EHS

2012 openhousenewyork Weekend
EHS was once again selected as one of 
the hundreds of buildings and spaces 
throughout the five boroughs to opens its 
doors to the public as part of the 10th annual 
openhousenewyork (OHNY) Weekend, 
America’s largest architecture and design 
event.  EHS architects, Peter Gluck and 
Partners, led tours to the public.



We have worked to ensure the 
accuracy of this newsletter and 
apologize for any errors or 
omissions.  If there has been 
an inadvertent error or omission, 
please accept our sincere 
apologies and notify:

Fiorella Velasquez
Development Associate
fvelasquez@eastharlemschool.org
_________________________

Design Concept
Jessica Giles
www.jessicagiles.com

Building Photography
Kevin Chu + Jessica Paul
Tel   +1 646.483.1155   

TheEastHarlemSchool
A T  E X O D U S  H O U S E

Exodus School
The East Harlem School
at Exodus House
309 East 103rd Street
New York, NY 10029
www.eastharlemschool.org

T: 212.876.8775
F: 212.876.8776
E: info@eastharlemschool.com
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Small school. BIG impact.
Please make your tax-deductible gift to The East 
Harlem School today, and make a BIG impact on a 
child’s life forever.  Please contact the development 
office with any questions at 212-876-8775 x304. 

The East Harlem School at Exodus House is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  New and 
continued support from our donors allows us to 
provide an innovative and comprehensive education 
to middle school students from low-income families 
in Harlem. With your assistance, we can continue 
to provide an exceptional learning community to 
our ever-growing student body, to offer academic 
counseling to our alumni, and to forge ahead with 
the School’s growth and expansion.  Thank you for 
your consideration.

www.eastharlemschool.org


